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PROGRAM


President’s Welcome and Call to Order……………………………………………………………………..Barb Fishman
                                                                                                                                                                     President
Invocation……………………………………………………………….............................................Rabbi Harold Kravitz


Max Newman Family Chair in Rabbinics 

Star Spangled Banner and Hatikva………………………………………………………………...Hazzan Joanna Dulkin
Approval of 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes
Barb Fishman
Recognition of Outgoing Officers
Barb Fishman
Nominating Committee Report*
Debbie Spencer

Immediate Past-President & Committee Chair

Election and Installation of New Officers and Trustees* 
Barb Fishman and

 
Rabbi Harold Kravitz

President’s Remarks
Barb Fishman
Honoring Staff Milestone Years of Service
Adath Staff

Adath Foundation Report
Barbara Rubin-Greenberg
                                                                                                                                        Adath Foundation President
Shem Tov Award
Neil Meyer

2017 Award Recipient

Closing Benediction
Rabbi Aaron Weininger

*See Nominating Report on Page 40
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134rd ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES – June 3, 2018


President’s Welcome and Call to Order: Debbie Spencer called the 134th Adath Annual Meeting to order.
Invocation: Rabbi Harold Kravitz offered an invocation to the congregation to kick off the meeting.  

Star Spangled Banner and Hatikva: Rabbi Aaron Weininger led the congregation in anthems.

Approval of 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes: The minutes were approved.

Outgoing President’s Remarks: Debbie Spencer gave final words as President, and thanked the board, clergy and congregants.

Recognition of Outgoing Officers: Debbie Spencer recognized all retiring officers and trustees. Thank you for your service!  

Nominating Committee Report: Past-President Chris Kellogg presented the nominating committee report.  Incoming officers were approved.

Election and Installation of New Officers and Trustees: Barb Fishman and Rabbi Harold Kravitz installed new officers. Rabbi Kravitz offered a blessing and words to the incoming Board, as they were officially installed.

Presentation to Outgoing President: Barb Fishman thanked Debbie Spencer for her service. 

Incoming President’s Remarks: Barb Fishman told her Adath story. 

Honoring Staff Milestone Years of Service:

20 YEARS: Mila Katz

15 YEARS: Beverly Fishman,Joy Sandler and Jim Sherman

5 YEARS: Darlene Davis, Annette Rose and Pam Wexler

Adath Foundation Report: Judy Gaviser reported on the success of the Adath Foundation. Contributions totaled more than $200,000 and Foundation assets were valued at more than $10 million and provided more than $313,616 to the congregation.  

Shem Tov Award: Presented by Neil Meyer, 2017 Shem Tov recipient. The 2018 Shem Tov Award was presented to Chris Kellogg.  

Closing Benediction: Rabbi Aaron Weininger led the congregation in the closing benediction.

The meeting was concluded.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Spencer

Immediate Past President, Adath Jeshurun Congregation
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INCOMING BOARD OF TRUSTEES


EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
 
Barb Fishman
President Elect

Julie Ziessman

Adult Learning Vice President


Marilyn Weiss
Marketing/Communications Vice President


Heidi Geller
Development & Fundraising Vice President


Craig Spencer
Treasurer

Ed Zeman
Human Resources Vice President


TBD
Jewish Life and Learning Vice President
Jason Grais


Membership Vice President

Debra Altschuler
Primary Education Vice President


Debbie Wolfe
Property/Catering Vice President

Joel Coffino
Secondary Education Vice President
 
Jodi Rubin
Secretary

Scott Gordon
Immediate Past President

Debbie Spencer
Second Immediate Past President


Chris Kellogg 

TRUSTEES

Cliff Ancier
Sally Appelbaum*

Sandy Baron

Etta Barry+

Carol Bromer*
Judy Cook*
Mark Covin
Cindy Dubansky+
Emily Frank

Mark Freeman
Janet Frisch

Sharon Garber+
Nancy Getzkin

Mike Greenstein*

Ilyse Goldsmith+
Judy Goldstein*+
Barbara Rubin-Greenberg*

Ruth Harris+

Susie Held
Matt Holcomb
Raleigh Kaminsky*
Sue Kane+
Pam Kermisch+
Erica Kopilenko+
Lorene Lampert
Sari Lederman+
Jules Levin*
Bruce Nemer+
Ella Meyerson
David Orbuch*
Joyce Orbuch*
Sarah Orbuch

Melvin Orenstein*
Larry Parks
Norman Pink*
Paul Pink*
Kara Rosenwald
Adeel Saad*
Joy Sandler+

Jana Savitz

Heidi Schneider*
David Segal*
Jonathan Shaver+

David Sherman

Jeff Sherman

Risa Siegel
Mark Spencer
Mark Stesin

Marty Stillman

Ardis Wexler+
Eddie Winthrop
Jeremy Zacks

Drew Zamansky


*Past President     
+Standing Committee Chair or Constituent Group Chair       
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 2018-19 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
President
Barb Fishman
Adult Learning Vice President
Marilyn Weiss 

Development & Fundraising Vice President
Scott Gordon
Treasurer
Ed Zeman
Human Resources Vice President
Joel Green
Jewish Life and Learning Vice President 
Jason Grais
Marketing and Communications Vice President
Jeff Daniels 

Membership Vice President 
Debra Altschuler
Primary Education Vice President
Debbie Wolfe
Property/Catering Vice President
Joel Coffino
Secondary Education Vice President 
Jodi Rubin
Secretary
Heidi Geller
Immediate Past President
Debbie Spencer
Second Immediate Past President
Chris Kellogg
TRUSTEES

Cliff Ancier
Sally Appelbaum*

Sandy Baron

Etta Barry+

Carol Bromer*
Judy Cook*
Mark Covin
Cindy Dubansky+
Emily Frank

Mark Freeman
Janet Frisch

Nancy Getzkin

Leslie Gotlieb z”l
Mike Greenstein*

Ilyse Goldsmith+
Judy Goldstein*+
Barbara Rubin-Greenberg*

Ruth Harris+

Susie Held

Matt Holcomb

Ted Jewett
Raleigh Kaminsky*

Sue Kane+
Brad Kanter
Esther Katz* z”l
Lorene Lampert
Susan Lazar

Sari Lederman+
Jules Levin*
Bruce Nemer+
Ella Meyerson
David Orbuch*
Joyce Orbuch*
Sarah Orbuch

Melvin Orenstein*
Larry Parks

Stephanie Paul+
Norman Pink*
Paul Pink*
Marilyn Reiter

Kara Rosenwald
Adeel Saad*
Joy Sandler+

Heidi Schneider*
David Segal*
Jonathan Shaver+

Jeff Sherman+

Risa Siegel
Craig Spencer+

Mark Spencer

Ardis Wexler+
Alaine Wilensky
Eddie Winthrop
Julie Ziessman
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*Past President             +Standing Committee Chair or Constituent Group Chair             
2018-19 PROFESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF


Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz
Senior Rabbi

Max Newman Family Chair in Rabbinics
Rabbi Aaron S. Weininger
Associate Rabbi


Berman Family Chair in Jewish Learning

Hazzan Joanna Dulkin
Hazzan

Jim Sherman
Rabbis’ Associate

Rabbi Barry Cytron
Senior Scholar

Bernie Goldblatt
Executive Director
Andrea Blumberg
Office Manager
Tobi Cooper
Hazzan’s Assistant and Administrative Assistant

Darlene Davis
Rabbis’ Assistant
Dorit Fishman
Marketing Communications Specialist
Risa Kessler
B’nai Mitzvah and Torah Reading Coordinator
Rafina Larsen
Finance Director

Sue Shrell Leon
Director of Youth Engagement

Leonard & Clara Savitt Youth Director Chair

Beth Mayerich
Adath Catering Director
Jenifer Robins
Director of Young Adult and Family Life
Annette Rose
Family Life Educator

Elaine Savick
Congregational Nurse

Janice Schachtman
 Gan Shelanu Preschool Director and Volunteer Coordinator

Heidi Schneider
Librarian
Evan Stern
Development Director
Anna Simon
Director of Congregational Life
Bob Simon
Facilities Director



PAID PROFESSIONAL STAFF MILESTONE YEARS OF SERVICE
5 YEARS
Dayna Shad
Sue Shrell Leon
Shelby Perna
10 YEARS

Margot Abelson
Julie Ezrilov
Nicole Goldstein
Jill Mirviss

15 YEARS
Rosalyn Ettedgui
20 YEARS
Bernie Goldblatt
Renee Kurnow
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PAST LEADERSHIP

Senior Rabbis

1921-27
C. David Matt*

1927-29
Jesse Schwartz*

1930-46
Albert Gordon*

1946-52
Morris Gordon*
1953-60
Stanley Rabinowitz*
1960-65
Jerome Lipnick*

1966-82
Arnold Goodman

1983-96
Barry Cytron

1996-present
Harold J. Kravitz
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Past Presidents

1907-32
Joseph Schanfeld*

1932-35
Louis B. Schwartz*

1935-43
Morris Kantar*

1943-46
Dr. David Pink*

1946-47
George Stillman*

1947-48
Arthur Figen*

1948-50
Louis M. Cohen*

1950-52
Samuel Libman*

1952-55
Maurice Grossman*

1955-58
Ellis Peilen*

1958-62
Sim Heller*

1962-63
Sidney Goldish*

1964-67
David Gordon*

1967-69
Irving Brand*

1969-71
Melvin Orenstein

1971-73
Jerome Fischbein*
1973-75
Irving Nudell*
1975-77
Jules Levin

1977-79
Gerald Miller*  
1979-81
Esther Katz*
1981-83
Norman Pink

1983-85
Sally Appelbaum

1985-87
Judy Goldstein

1987-89
Paul Pink

1989-91
Joyce Orbuch

1991-93
Melvin Goldberg*

1993-96
Norman Pink

1996-98
Carol Bromer

1998-2000
Jerry Zweigbaum*

2000-02
Raleigh Kaminsky

2003-04
Judy Cook
2004-06
David Segal
2006-08
David Orbuch
2008-10
Heidi Schneider
2010-12
Mike Greenstein
2012-14
Barbara Rubin-Greenberg


             2014-16      Christine Kellogg
             2016-18      Debbie Spencer


[image: image76.emf] 

18


Bnai Emet Past Presidents
1972-75
Herman Freidson* 
1975-77
Alex Astren* 
1977-79
Martin Schoenberger*
1979-81 
Gerald Gold*
1981-83
Alice Flom*
1983-85
Lorraine Astren  

1985-86
Ron Burton*
1986-87
Evelyn Flom 

1987-91
Beverly Dolinsky 

1991-93
Alan Ingber 
1993-95
Tris Hage 

1995-97
Martin Schoenberger*
1997-99
Alan Grone 

1999-2001
Bonnie Berezovsky

2001-03
Alan Ingber


2003-05
Adeel Saad 
2005-09
Sari Lederman (co-president) 
2006-07
Adeel Saad (co-president)
2007-09
Paul Tuchman (co-president) 

2009-11
Adeel Saad

* z”l - may their memories be for a blessing.
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SHEM TOV AWARD


The Shem Tov (Good Name) Award is given to individuals who have contributed substantially to congregational activity and have had significant impact on the life of the Synagogue community. 

Each year, several months prior to the Annual Meeting, a committee composed solely of previous award recipients meets to select an individual who best meets these criteria.  

1959 
Sam Abrams*

1960 
Herman Neff*

1961 
Aaron Herman*

1962 
Ellis Peilen*

1963 
Sim Heller*

1964 
Sidney Goldish*

1965 
Sheldon Gensler

1967
David Gordon*

1970
Esther Katz*
1972
Melvin Orenstein

1975
Gerald (Sonny) Miller*

1976
Jerome Fischbein*
1977
David Sherman*

1978
Morris Besner*

1979
Jules Levin

1980
Irving Nudell*
1981
Judy Goldstein

1982
Max & Dinah* Elkin

1983
Sidney Rich*

1984
Joyce Orbuch

1985
Martin Miller*

1986
Maurice Selcer*


1987
Goldie Wilensky*

1989
Donald Masler

1990
Raleigh Brand

1991
Sally Appelbaum

1993
Jeffrey Schachtman

1996
Daniel Heilicher*
1997
Edwin Agranoff*
1998
Norman Pink

1999
Charlotte Nudell

2000
Carol Bromer

2001
Martin Bush* & 

Ben Kibort*
2002
Jerry Zweigbaum*

2003
Bruce Nemer

2004
Barbara Parks

2006
Julie Kozberg

2007
Mike Greenstein

2008
Ellen Sue Parker

2009
Judy Cook

2010
Lon Rosenfield &


Todd Werner
2011
Alan Gingold

2012
Bob and Debby Wolk

2013
Sue Kane
2014
Paula Fox*
2015
David Liss
2016
Cindy Dubansky
2017
Neil Meyer
2018
Chris Kellogg

* z”l - may their memories be for a blessing.
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Administrative and Finance Committee Reports

DEVELOPMENT & FUNDRAISING


The Adath community was incredibly generous this past year. Nearly half of Adath households participated in this year’s L'Chaim Campaign, giving a total of more than $284,000 in support of our Adath community. Thank you to all the donors and solicitors for their commitment. We are grateful for the efforts of all those who participated and supported this year's campaign! Building on the excellent results of this past year, we are aiming to increase participation in the year ahead.

On May 30, more than 101 sponsors and donors stepped up to make possible a memorable night of live music, delicious food and drink, and celebration of our Adath community at the Annual Benefit presented by TAMID. Divas on the Bima filled our sanctuary with beautiful music and the Adath community honored Norman and Dorothy Pink for a lifetime of extraordinary service and leadership to our congregation. 
From our generous sponsors, donors, and those who purchased tickets to the dinner and/or concert, more than $50,000 in net proceeds has been generated from this event to lift-up Jewish cultural arts at Adath and to continue providing all Adath programs and services. Thank you to everyone involved, especially our sponsors, Host Committee, Event Co-Chairs Alexis Kessler and Craig Spencer and Development Director Evan Stern.

The Youth Department organized the annual Purim Carnival, raising more than $4,000 to support our congregation's youth activities. The Youth Department’s annual Tikkun Olam tzedakah efforts brought in $350 for local, national, and global causes. Mazal Tov to Director of Youth Engagement, Sue Shrell Leon, USYers and the Youth Commission.

The following are some additional fundraising and development highlights from the past year:

· Our tenth Annual Recognition of Community booklet was published, celebrating all the ways congregants and staff give time, talent and treasure to benefit our Adath community.

· In support of new security measures, more than 100 Adath members contributed to our Security Campaign – exceeding our goal of $20,000 to fund security personnel.

· The Development and Fundraising Committee continues its strategic collaboration with all Adath groups involved in fundraising.

· Adath members continue directing special gifts towards scholarships, Gan Shelanu Preschool, Adath USY, TAMID, Chesed Shel Emes Cemetery, the Center for Learning and Spirituality, clergy Discretionary Funds, the Center for Learning and Spirituality, Yad Sima Tova, and more.

Our deepest appreciation to the 2018-19 L'Chaim solicitors: L'Chaim Campaign Chair Howard Held, Debra Altschuler, Carol Bromer, Harry Engel, Barb Fishman, Bernie Goldblatt, Scott Gordon, Wendy Grosser, Ruth Harris, Alan Ingber, Chris Kellogg, David Kohn, Peter Kuretsky, Kathy Lebewitz, Bruce Nemer, Barbara Rubin-Greenberg, Adeel Saad, Debbie Spencer, Evan Stern, Heidi Schneider, Jon Tarshish, Barry Wolfish, and Drew Zamansky. A special appreciation to Youth Co-Chairs Sophia Saferstein and Emily Ziessman for recruiting peers in Adath USY to personally thank our generous L'Chaim donors. We ask the congregation for your continued participation in the L’Chaim Campaign, the Annual Benefit, and/or any other giving opportunity that is meaningful to you.

The ongoing generosity of our congregation is never a surprise to me, but always a source of inspiration, and I thank all of you for the honor of allowing me to serve in this role for the last 4 years.

B’Shalom,
Scott Gordon
Vice President
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FINANCE


The purpose of the Finance Committee is to provide oversight and governance regarding the financial standing of our synagogue. We do this by providing guidance and communication to the organization’s leadership to assist them in operating in a fiscally responsible manner.   

Throughout the year, monthly financial statements along with updated forecasts for the remainder of the year are issued to staff, Executive Committee and members of the Board of Trustees. That information is used to assess the financial performance of the various programs on a current basis so that appropriate and timely decisions can be made if/when needed.  

The Finance Committee also meets in late winter and early spring to work on the annual budgeting process. This process starts with the Finance Committee communicating financial expectations for the upcoming year with the various department leaders. The department leaders then prepare budgets for their areas for the next fiscal year based on what they know and what they expect.  After this is done, the individual departmental budgets are combined into one overall operating budget, after which the Finance Committee works to bring the overall budget into balance, typically working with our executive director and various department leaders, as necessary, to revise the proposed revenues and expenses.

 

For the year ending May 31, 2019, we are projecting to close the year with a small loss with our revenues and expenses both running around $3.8 million.

For the new year starting June 1, 2019, the Board has approved an approximately $4 million balanced operating budget. In order to present a balanced budget, a modest dues increase will be requested from our members. In addition, the Adath Foundation is increasing their contribution to the synagogue. The budget is very tight and balancing it involves much give-and-take in an effort to keep expenses to a minimum while not limiting or reducing the wonderful services and support we provide to our community.

Our congregation owes a debt of gratitude to our Finance Director, Rafina Larsen and our Executive Director Bernie Goldblatt. Their hard work and dedication enables us to have accurate, reliable financial information along with operational knowledge and leadership, both of which are essential to our sound fiscal status. We are also indebted to our incredibly devoted and talented staff who, in spite of the financial challenges they face each day, are able to provide quality services and programming.

 

I also want to thank members of the Finance Committee: Barb Fishman, Brad Kanter, Chris Kellogg, Debbie Spencer, Al Kaufman, Jeremy Zacks, Joel Green, and Steve Gottlieb. They’ve all given countless hours of their time to the synagogue and have worked tirelessly to ensure the financial stability of our congregation. 

Ed Zeman
Treasurer


HUMAN RESOURCES
The Human Resources Committee and the VP of Human Resources continue to be dedicated to supporting the wonderful staff at Adath, including the staff’s development, implementation, and maintenance of sound employment practices, and to acting in an advisory capacity to the President, Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees regarding issues dealing with employment contracts, policies, practices and procedures. Thank you to the congregants who have served on this committee and to those who have offered professional guidance and counsel regarding HR matters on a volunteer basis.

Joel Green
Vice President
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MARKETING AND COMMUNCATIONS


The Marketing and Communications Committee oversees internal and external messaging for Adath. This includes the website, social media, digital and print advertising, direct mail, e-mail, and public relations. One of the Committee’s main goals is to continue creating better ways to market Adath to internal and external audiences.

It has been an exciting and challenging year for the Committee, with several updates to share.

We have been working on creating a new and improved website that is scheduled to launch by the High Holy Days. Adath has a lot of great content to share on its site, and, as always, the Committee is dedicated to ensuring high-quality organization, design, copy, flow and style to support it.

The Committee was behind the creation of several fun and engaging video content for Adath, including Hazzan Dulkin’s installation and a series of Purim videos.

The Annual Recognition of Giving was another huge success this year. Lindsay Valenty and her team created a beautiful piece that highlights volunteers, congregational milestones, acts of kindness and other topics with the support of beautiful photography and eye-catching graphics.

We were sad to say goodbye to Lindsay Valenty, who did a fabulous job while she was with us. We are excited to welcome our new Marketing Communications Specialist, Dorit Fishman, who comes to us with a great deal of impressive marketing, graphic design and social media experience, some of which took place in China and Israel.

I would like to thank our dedicated Marketing and Communications Committee members: Cliff Ancier, Joel Brand, Sheree Curry, Barb Fishman, Sue Freeman, Bernie Goldblatt, Marilyn Reiter, David Sherman, Rabbi Weininger and Lindsay Valenty.
Jeff Daniels
Vice President
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MEMBERSHIP


We were delighted to welcome 21 new households to Adath this year. We effectively employed the volunteer efforts of our entire Board this year to deliver new member baskets, place welcome phone calls and make connections to these new members. We are confident that these collaborative and innovative approaches to member engagement will result in even more positive results this coming year.  We have been very busy providing the right support to garner new members, support existing members and continue to innovate to engage all of those in our community.  

In June 2018 we welcomed Andrea Blumberg as our new Office Manager. Andrea has an impressive background in synagogue membership and has been very active in supporting our membership efforts, meeting and introducing herself to our community and helping keep us organized and on track!  

In July 2018 we welcomed Anna Simon as our new Director of Congregational Learning. With Anna’s extensive professional Jewish nonprofit experience, she was quickly able to pick up where Jennifer Grey left off. Adath’s Center for Learning and Spirituality (https://www.adathjeshurun.org/adults.html) continues to house all of the ongoing events of the synagogue and is successfully engaging and reaching members,prospective members and community participants in ways that interest them. Check it out!

In April 2019, we added a brand-new staff position and hired Jenifer Robins as the Director of Young Adult and Family Life.  Jenifer brings enormous enthusiasm and experience. Jenifer will have the critical function of supporting and growing Makom.  Makom is the program started by Rabbi Weininger which provides opportunities for young adults (both within our congregation and in our community at large) to socialize and connect to with other young Jewish adults. Makom is a very active group but Jenifer will provide much needed support and showcase how living an intentional Jewish life and finding a community like Adath is so fulfilling. Additionally, Jenifer will provide much needed support and continuity to Gan families and other young families in our synagogue by welcoming them, helping them network with each, introducing them to other families in our community, encouraging participation in programming and weaving the fabric that will form into the sense of community we all know and love here at Adath. 
The Clergy, lay leaders and staff continue to strategize about new and innovative ways to engage existing and prospective members. We know engagement is not a one size fits all, and we continue our journey of customizing our entry points into the synagogue, and meeting members exactly where they are. Adath membership is an active experience and is not limited to one space and one outlet. For example, we are also excited to continue our Backyard Shabbat program, creating community in backyards of members across the Twin Cities on Shabbat afternoons in the warmer months. Think flip flops, popsicles and a little learning. Look for one coming to a neighborhood near you! We also make sure there are friendly greeters at major events and on most Shabbats. 

Please help us continue our efforts by inviting a friend to join you at a program you are attending at Adath this year.  Introduce yourself to someone new at High Holiday services. Try one or two new programs at Adath this year – you may surprise yourself by sparking a new interest.  If you haven’t already, please meet Andrea, Anna and Jenifer. We welcome all of you to join us in creating new relationships and sustaining existing ones.
Debra Altschuler

Vice President 
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PROPERTY AND CATERING


The Property and Catering Committee oversees the operation and maintenance of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation’s building, grounds and catering services. Our maintenance staff, headed by Bob Simon, has done a great job of keeping the synagogue in top condition while investing in energy efficiency and keeping costs to a minimum. Our Catering Director Beth Mayerich and her Assistant Karen Morin do a wonderful job of providing food services for all our synagogue, while keeping pricing reasonable and generating income to underwrite other programming.
 Facilities Department and Security Committee highlights this past year
1.     Hiring security personnel for Friday nights, Shabbat mornings, holidays and major events.
2.     Obtained a $75,000 Homeland Security Grant.
1.     The improvements from the grant are underway and they are 

1.     Installing access control system for Gan playground and classrooms.
2.     Privacy fence around the Gan playground.
3.     Installing additional security cameras and upgrading existing equipment.
4.     Additional security lighting in the parking areas.
3.     Continued development of beehives on the property to support the neighborhood ecology
1.     Aids as an educational aid to our preschool
2.     Produces our own synagogue honey for the high holidays.
4.     Did a practice evacuation drill on Shabbat morning.
 Catering Department
Adath Catering provides delicious and affordable meals for families and congregation events. We provide meals to go for home gatherings and take-out catering for off-site events. Adath Catering serves other Jewish organizations as a reliable source of kosher catering. We worked to several institutional clients by hosting meetings and conferences. We encourage the Adath community to spread the word about our availability for such events.
 Our dedicated Property and Security Committee members include:  Gary Baron, Ivan Bonk, Joel Coffino, Jean Efron, Judy Elias, Barb Fishman, Stan Kagin, Dan Levitt, Elizabeth Mayerich, Jonathan London, Michael Oreck, Paul Pink, Lee Prohofsky, David Segal, Jim Segal, Mark Spencer, Todd Werner, Eddie Winthrop, Sharon Zweigbaum, Harlan Jacobs, Bernie Goldblatt, Bob Simon and Rabbi Harold Kravitz.
 Security Committee
The Security Committee continues to work on improving security through upgrades in these four areas: staff training, updating of procedures, building and equipment upgrades, and coordination with emergency responders and Twin Cities Jewish security agencies.
Joel Coffino
Vice President



Education Committee Reports

ADULT LEARNING 


Adult Learning, Congregational Life, Library and The Center for Learning & Spirituality

The Center for Learning and Spirituality continues to thrive under the new leadership of Anna Simon, Director of Congregational Life. Encompassing learning, prayer and innovative experiences, the Center offers classes, programs, events and study groups which represent the multiple spiritual dimensions of Jewish living and tradition. 

K’sharim: Connectedness
New! We launched Atid, an open group for anyone in their 50s and 60s looking for deeper engagement through monthly events in the Twin Cities. Atid, the Hebrew word for future, will offer social, spiritual and educational opportunities focusing on expanding horizons and renewing friendships. Program co-chairs are Lauren Segelbaum and Jeannie Gilfix. 
“It’s so nice to see old friends and reconnect. This new chapter at Adath is exciting!” – Lauren & Jeannie
Hachnasat Orchim: Welcoming Place
We found ways to grow our warm and welcoming community by helping people make connections, teaching others about Judaism and Jewish life and helping folks navigate the building. 

“Your community was so hospitable and welcoming and it was truly a joy to be there. We learned so much and I’m grateful that you were willing to open your doors and invite us to share in your celebration.” – Pastor Jacqui

· New! “Welcome to Adath” name tags

· Passover and High Holy Day meal matching

· Tours for school groups 

· Shabbat tours for other religious communities 

· Greeters (“Welcomers”) during programs or events

· Greeters (in addition to ushers) on High Holy Days
Chinuch: Education 

More than 500 people joined our Adath community of learners by attending classes, programs, events and utilizing the library. Librarian Heidi Schneider recruited volunteers to start the process of transforming our 4,000-book catalog into a fully digital format. When complete, the digital catalogue will be accessible to congregants from their home computers and mobile devices, as well as in the library.
“To finally be able to read Hebrew is a joy. To know what the words of the prayers I have said since childhood mean is exciting. On top of all this, every time Lon pauses to fill in the history, it is a fascinating lesson.” – Sandy
“I’m invigorated during and after attending a class taught by Rabbi Barry Cytron. I feel smarter, better connected and somehow morally elevated. He makes big ideas relevant and real, totally accessible to everyone who attends.” – Andy 

“Taking a cooking class from Zehorit is a total sensory experience…with a delicious outcome.” – Barbara
"I've had the pleasure to know Jim for over 30 years, and have always appreciated his wisdom. In the Behind the Veil series, not only have I learned much, but it has helped me gain even greater appreciation for the depth of Jim's knowledge and his ability to engage a group in thoughtful discussion." – Scott


· Mussar Classes (Rabbi Kravitz & Jen Gray)

· Torah Reading Classes (Todd Werner)

· Haftarah Class (Bev Fishman)

· Culinary Club & Vegan Cooking (Zehorit Heilicher)

· High Holy Days Prep Series (Hazzan Dulkin)

· New! American Jewish Life in the 21st Century Series (Rabbi Barry Cytron)

· New! Pirkei Avot Lev Shalem (Rabbi Cytron)

· Biblical Hebrew (Lon Rosenfield)

· Beginning Hebrew (Rachel Levitt)

· Adath Reads Book Club (Heidi Schneider)

· New! Author Book Launch (Rebecca Bender)
· Intro to Judaism (Rabbi Kravitz, Beth El & Sharei Chesed Clergy)

· Bar/Bat Torah Program (Lon Rosenfield)

· Behind the Veil (Jim Sherman & Scott Gordon)

· Jewish Studies for a Better World Series: For Whom Are We Responsible – and How? (Earl Schwartz, Jim Cohen & Rabbi Steve Gutow)
· New! Zionist Salon Series (Heidi Schneider)

· Seniors Getaway: Medicare Changes, Yoga, Nature & How to Talk to Your Grandkids

· Counting the Omer Challenge (Hazzan Dulkin)

· New! Jewish Fertilities Journeys (Uprooted Staff)
· Knitting Circle (Debbie Spencer & Erica Kopilenko)
· Numero-Steinfeldt Scholar-in-Residence: The Torah of Disability Inclusion (Rabbi Ruti Regan)  


· U of M Community Lecture: Morocco and the Holocaust (Professor Daniel Schroeter)

· Melton Program (Hineni Faculty)
· New! Volunteers started transforming library catalog to digital format
· New! Expanded library collections of:
· LGBTQ literature & children’s books

· Queer Torah study materials

· Mussar books

· Books that support classes & study groups

Kehillah: Community 

Over 800 people of all ages joined together to study, celebrate, learn, socialize and eat while strengthening their connections to one another and to the Adath community as a whole.

“It was so nice to have the opportunity to come to Adath with the boys and our friends and make challah together, along with other members of the synagogue of all ages. We all had a great time.” – Jennifer 

“Good company, good food and good spirits. Erev Shabbat Happy Hour is a wonderful way to enter the weekend and reconnect with friends. The service, led by our gifted clergy, weaves in tunes familiar and new. Like the Hazzan says, when you arrive it’s Friday night, when you leave it’s Shabbat. – Heidi

· Tikkun Leil Shavuot 

· Backyard Shabbat

· New! Sukkah Hop 

· Simchat Torah Dinner 

· Challah Baking (Risa Kessler & Debbie Goldenberg)

· New! Erev Shabbat Happy Hour 

· Purim Dinner & Megillah Reading 

· New! Dangerous Mission: America’s Sole Rescue of 1,000 WWII Refugees w/Gloria Fredkove

· Matzah Brei & Pizza Dinner

Torah: Study 

Close to 200 people actively engaged with the Adath community through meaningful study and dialogue.  

“I love going to the Soul Sisters group because Hazzan Dulkin makes the Torah stories come 

alive and talks about the strength of the women within them – it’s so fun!” – Barbara
“Aristotle said, ‘Educating the mind without the heart is no education at all.’ During Tuesday Torah Study, 
Rabbi Weininger connects the mind and the heart by digging a little deeper and challenging us to go beyond our comfort zone to learn more.” – Estie & Jim
“I love the topics Rabbi Kravitz selects for us to study with our partners in Israel. His collaboration with Rabbi Dikla and Rabbi Graetz at Magen Avraham is collegial, generous and always wise.” – Heidi 

· Adath Study Group, Self-Facilitated 

· Downtown Study Group 

· Eilat Study Group, Self-Facilitated 

· Etzion Senior Study (Jim Sherman) 

· Gan Parent Study (Rabbi Weininger)

· Soul Sisters (Hazzan Dulkin)

· Talmud Study (Don Masler)

· Tuesday Torah Study (Clergy & Guest Teachers)

· Rav Siach Study Group (Rabbi Kravitz & Rabbi Druckman) 

Adult Learning Committee members: Alecia Dotterweich, Cindy Dubansky, Joe Fredkove, Jeannie Gilfix, Larry Parks, Joy Sandler, Elaine Savick, Veta Segal 

Marilyn Weiss
Vice President
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GAN SHELANU PRESCHOOL


Another great year at Gan Shelanu Preschool and Camp Mishpacha!
It was another fun-filled, educational year at Gan Shelanu Preschool and Camp Mishpacha!

Campers at Mishpacha enjoyed 12 weeks full of exciting daily adventures!  The kids got “down and dirty” as they enjoyed sunny days filled with special activities.  Shaving cream, sand foam, rubbery goop, oobleck, rice and ice, squishy bags and more provided campers a sensory bonanza and endless ways to learn and develop.  Daily water play when the weather was sunny and jumping in puddles when it was rainy kept the kids busy.  The annual Camp Mishpacha 4th of July extravaganza was not to be missed.  Miss Camp Mishpacha was crowned and for the 3rd year in a row, Estie Sherman, garnered the title.  Estie led the parade followed by a squad car from the Minnetonka Police Department, a City of Minnetonka fire engine, convertibles, kids on bikes, clowns, balloons and more.  A drive-in movie, lots of outdoor picnics, arts and crafts, stories, singing, dramatic play, nature and special events were only a few of the many activities that kept the campers busy last summer.  Team work and sportsmanship were emphasized as campers worked on their motor skills during sports time each session.

The Gan’s garden thrived under the watchful eyes of Farmers Joan and Colleen.  Once again, the children planted, weeded and harvested a plethora of carrots, cuke nuts, tomatoes, beans and more!  For the first year, our young gardeners dug up potatoes, scrubbed them off, sliced them up, baked them and enjoyed bowls of potato chips.  With a bumper crop of produce, Camp Mishpacha was able to donate fresh vegetables to a local food shelf!

The Adath Congregation’s preschool, Gan Shelanu, offers the synagogue’s youngest congregants their first sweet taste of Jewish education.  With over 100 students aged six weeks to pre-Kindergarten, it is the Gan’s mission to instill in its students (and their families) a pride in their Jewish heritage and the importance of helping others and being part of a community that cares about each other.

Every month at the Gan was highlighted by many wonderful events—Grandparent/Special Person Shabbat and Havdalah services; parent breakfasts; Yom Haatzmaut “trip” to Israel; Model Seders; Passover Tableau; weekly Hebrew and music sessions with “specialists”; science with (mad?) Scientist Heidi; reading with Rabbi Weininger; singing with Hazzan Joanna and the Challah Monster; class get-togethers; family Shabbat dinners; and so much more.  There were fieldtrips to the Sholom Campus where the kids entertained residents at Hanukkah and Purim as well as rides on the Lake Harriet trolley, performances at the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company and Child’s Play Theatre.  Former Gan parents baked hundreds of specially decorated Hannukah cookies that were then delivered by Gan families to homebound congregants.  Every month families were encouraged to participate in a “tzedakah project” with their children.  Hundreds of pajamas were collected for local hospitals’ pediatric units; Thanksgiving baskets were prepared for needy neighbors; cans of soup were donated to the STEP Food Shelf; trees were planted in Israel and so much more!


For many years, Gan Shelanu and Camp Mishpacha have provided children a unique opportunity to nurture friendships that last a lifetime.  In fact, many of our college-aged and high school volunteers and staff members are Gan or Camp Mishpacha alumni! 
Our preschool is extremely fortunate to have dedicated teachers as well as parents, grandparents, special friends and former Gan families who care so deeply about the school! 
      Gan Shelanu Preschool
 
       2019 Graduating Class

Janice Schachtman

Gan Shelanu Preschool Director

JEWISH LIFE AND LEARNING


L'Dor Vador - Our congregation provides Jewish enrichment for every member of Adath Jeshurun with a wide variety of opportunities to explore, learn, and connect. Our educational programming supports life-long Jewish identification and personal spiritual growth for all ages. Our clergy, professional staff, teachers and volunteers create a welcoming community committed to education and youth. From infancy through adulthood we offer a rich array of learning opportunities: preschool programming, early elementary and family education, b’nai mitzvah training and teen education, Shabbat teaching opportunities for teens and adults, youth programs, USY, college outreach and adult learning--something for everyone. We have sought to expand opportunities for community members to engage in Jewish life outside of our building, especially for young adults and families, through programs like Makom and Backyard Shabbat. Through our programs and classes we strive to foster strong relationships with God, Torah, Israel, the Jewish Community and the world at large. Each Simchat Torah the Jewish Life and Learning Cabinet selects two congregants who are honored for their inspiring service and dedication to the congregation. This year we recognized Bev Fishman, our Kallat Torah, with the honor of the final aliyah in Devarim (Deuteronomy) and Greg Arenson our Kallat Bereshit, with the first aliyah in Bereshit (Genesis). They have enriched learning in our congregation by their volunteerism, commitment and leadership.
 
Past Honorees include:

2002 Irv Nudell* and Mike Greenstein
2003 Dina* and Max Elkin and Ellen Sue Parker
2004 Don Masler and Todd Werner
2005 Bruce Nemer and Joel Green
2006 Lon Rosenfield and Leslie Gotlieb
2007 Matt Gilfix* and Roni Gingold
2008 Carol Bromer and Sue Oreck
2009 Alan Gingold and Scott Grossfeld
2010 Jeannie Gilfix and Sue Kane
2011 Steve Krikava and Jonathon London
2012 Paula Fox* and Jaye Snyder
2013 Sharon Garber and Lee Prohofsky
2014 Sheila Davis and Joee Nelson and Natalie Zamansky 
2015 Nancy Harold and Libby Parker
2016 Ruth Harris and Nancy Krawetz
2017 Chris Kellogg and Andrea Potashnick
2018 Bev Fishman and Greg Arenson 
 
*z”l – may their memories be for a blessing.
Jason Grais

Vice President


MAKOM


Makom, the Hebrew word for space, is a thriving project of Adath Jeshurun Congregation and builds Jewish community with young adults in the Twin Cities. Makom strives to create a community that reanimates ancient wisdom with new ideas. 

As a result of Makom’s continued growth over the last six and a half years, we brought on board Jenifer Robins in April 2019 as Adath’s Director of Young Adult and Family Life. Equally comfortable initiating contact on social media, in a coffee shop and by the entrance of the preschool, Jenifer is a network weaver who connects dots among people and programs and co-creates experiences with lay leaders. Jenifer will be growing the visions of Makom and HaLev (young families) with supervision from our Director of Congregational Life, Anna Simon, in the Center for Learning and Spirituality and Rabbi Aaron Weininger. The support of the programming staff, Gan Shelanu staff, administrative staff and lay leaders will also help her thrive in this exciting new full-time position.

Makom continues to create a thickness of relationships in spaces that are convenient and conducive to making meaning making. We seek as many opportunities as possible for face-to-face interactions as well as substantive, personalized human contact in relaxed settings where young adults can feel at ease, comfortable, and never judged. Makom creates a positive connection to ancient Jewish wisdom and contemporary Jewish community and asks participants to take ownership of Jewish life without checking any part of themselves at the door. We respond to the curiosity people have that is also embracing of different ideas, cultures, and backgrounds people bring to the table. Young adults do not want a watered-down Judaism. Makom offers a compelling, fun, and meaningful Judaism that young adults can access on their own terms as they are pulled in 1,000 directions in a rapidly changing world. We hope they continue investing in building the kind of Jewish community that will continue to thrive for years to come. 

In 2018-2019, Makom’s monthly events continued to center around joyful celebration of Shabbat with Makom Fridays, our vibrant prayer services and potluck dinners created and hosted by Jordan Pollack in downtown Minneapolis, Greg Arenson in Northeast and Ella Meyerson and Matt Leichter in Loring Park. Other highlights of the year included celebrating Makom’s sixth birthday and Hanukkah in December 2018 and hosting Makom Fridays at Adath in February with Jayce Koester from J-Pride to reflect on LGBTQ inclusion in our community. We hope to offer a lakeside Shabbat this summer as well as return to “reTreat Yourself,” a Makom-driven retreat in the coming year. In June 2019, we are bringing back our young adult Tikkun Leyl Shavuot, hosted at the Yoga Retreat Center and featuring Makomniks as teachers. Enriched by dedicated lay involvement, Makomniks in the past year participated in a range of opportunities for Jewish learning, prayer, and social connections inside and outside the synagogue, such as our Sukkah Hop, Purim Community Dinner and Megillah Reading, Backyard Shabbat, our popular Erev Shabbat happy hours, JDAIM Shabbat with Rabbi Ruti Regan, Women of Adath Shabbat with Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, SPA Shabbat services and serving dinner with Our Saviour's Shelter. We were proud to deepen our connection to the people, land and story of Israel in many ways, including the JCRC evening with Sarah Tuttle-Singer in November 2018 at Adath, and look forward to seeing Makom represented again in Honeymoon Israel, staffed by Rabbi Weininger in January 2020. Makom was able to connect a recent oleh, as he was preparing to move to Israel, with a 100-year-old member of our community to practice Hebrew together. Makom also coordinates seder and other holiday matches at host homes. Makomniks step into key leadership roles reflecting a sense of commitment to klal yisrael, a responsibility to the larger Jewish community. Makomniks serve in the Adath community, in Jewish agencies across the Twin Cities and in leadership development programs such as the Harry Kay Leadership Institute. 

Makom is a founding member of the Young Adult Roundtable, now Young Adult Leadership Action, a first-of-its kind initiative in the Twin Cities Jewish community committed to deepen intentional collaboration among professionals who are building young adult Jewish community. 

 

We greatly appreciate the support of Beverly and Dick Fink, the Fish-Arenson Fund, and the Andy and Barb Fishman Youth and Family Engagement Fund of Adath Jeshurun Foundation.

Rabbi Aaron Weininger
Associate Rabbi


PRIMARY EDUCATION


The Primary Education Committee oversees all of our congregation’s educational programming for children from birth to 4th grade and their families.  The programs listed below are coordinated by Annette Rose, Family Life Educator and Dayna Shad.


Family Fridays, a musical Friday night Shabbat celebration for families is open to the entire metro Jewish community. Hazzan Dulkin leads a ruach-filled service along with her Giant Siddur. Family Fridays has expanded to include children up through age 12 & included dinner, schmoozing & free play. 
· 3 Family Fridays
· 60 families encompassing 240 people

B’Yachad Sunday School is a welcoming, inclusive, educational setting for children in kindergarten & first grade. Hebrew, mitzvot & holiday learning are key parts of the curriculum & taught in mindful, multi-sensory ways. Hazzan Dulkin leads the music component. 

· 31 students with 3 classes:  Two Kindergarten, One 1st grade
· 28 families
· Teachers: Rachel Winthrop, Dayna Shad, Jennifer Molnar
· Teen Assistants (Madrichim):  Jaden Lehman, Michelle Mirviss, Rachel Mirviss, Zak Mirviss, Abby Kotlarz.

Tumbling Tot Shabbat, a welcoming and free program for all families with newborns through Pre-K to celebrate Shabbat morning with other families, met four times during the school year. Shabbat, Torah, holiday and mitzvot enrichment was featured through music, crafts & a mini-oneg.

· 4 Tumbling Tot Shabbat
· 80 families encompassing 320 people

Torah for Tots provides free childcare on Shabbat mornings for all children ages two through Pre-K while parents are in Shabbat services. Children partake in fun, interactive play time including Shabbat and holiday stories from the Torah, Shabbat appropriate activities and games.

· Every Shabbat & Holiday mornings

· Staff:  Lisa Bennett, Substitute: Renee Kurnow
Debbie Wolfe

Vice President


SECONDARY EDUCATION


The Secondary Education Committee oversees the activities of our children from 4th grade through high school graduation.  Our responsibilities include Shabbat Morning Program (SMP), Junior Congregation, United Synagogue Youth (USY, KADIMA, and Maccabee Chapters), Heschel Society Teen Study, Teen@AIPAC, and Moving Tradition Educational Program (Rosh Hodesh for the girls and Shevet for the boys).

I am pleased to report these accomplishments this past year:
· 5 Moving Tradiitions Educational groups:

3 Rosh Hodesh girls group: 8th, 11th, 12th grade

2 Shevet boys group: 9th and 10th grade

· A successful continuation of our Shabbat Morning Program (SMP) with curriculum and tutorial enhancements.

With the help of our “Bar Mitzvah Brainstorm Group”, consisting of all clergy and parents, Hazzan Dulkin and the SMP Staff are continuing to develop new guidelines for this program each year.

· 4th year of Junior Congregation (K-4th gr)

· 4th year of sending teens to AIPAC

· 4th year of teens participating in monthly Heschel Society Study

· USY & KADIMA Chapter going strong with excellent programming related to Social Action, Israel, Social, and Holiday connections.

Many thanks to the devoted adult volunteers within the Youth Department as they were led by our Youth Commission Co-Chairs, Stephanie Paul and Ilyse Goldsmith.  Stephanie has completed her two years term.  Pam Kermisch will be the upcoming co-chair with Ilyse. It has been fun to be a part of these engaging programs for our Youth!

Jodi Rubin
Vice President


TALMUD TORAH


During the 2018-2019 school year, Talmud Torah enjoyed the strong support of both Adath and Beth El, serving 239 students in the 2nd through 8th grades. Approximately 50% of our students were Adath members.
Adath members were actively involved on the Talmud Torah Board in various capacities:

Barb Fishman - Adath President

Steve Gilfix - Co-President & Co-Chair Development Task Force

Lonny Goldsmith - Secretary

Matt Heilicher - Development Task Force

Jason Rose - Development Task Force

Dayna Shad - 125th Kickoff Celebration Co-Chair

Sandy Sondell - Co-President & Co-Chair Development Task Force

Amy Susman-Stillman - Synagogue Integration Co-Lead & 125th Kickoff Celebration Co-Chair

Jennifer Zacks - Family Connections Committee

Steve Gilfix and Sandy Sondell served as Co-Presidents for the 2018-2019 school year. The Board benefited from the active involvement of Rabbi Kravitz, Rabbi Weininger, Hazzan Dulkin, and Bernie Goldblatt. This was Hazzan Jeremy Lipton's first year as head of school, our community is very excited by his presence. One of Hazzan Lipton’s educational innovations this year was a special mifgash on Sundays and Tuesdays for the whole school. He also continued Talmud Torah’s strong relationship with the Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day School, sharing classroom space and other resources, and with Sha’arim to meet a wider range of student learning and behavioral needs.

In addition to supporting studies in our five core areas (Hebrew, Jewish Living, Tanach, Israel, and Tefillah), successes this year include: a sizable increase in middle school enrollment, a re-vamped 7th grade with 1 and 2-day options, significant increase in attendance at School-wide Shabbat dinner, adding Michelle Parks as Sha’arim coordinator, the Hey (5th grade) Living Museum, the second year of our 7th grade trip to New York City as a culmination of the year of study of American Jewish history, continuation of our 8th grade Washington DC trip as culmination of our holocaust studies curriculum, and an exciting end to the school year celebrating the graduation of 29 8th grade students.

Use of a revamped website and stronger communications and marketing activities have contributed to Talmud Torah’s success this year. As the supplemental Jewish school of Adath and Beth El, Talmud Torah continues to work towards full integration of programming, curriculum, and marketing with both synagogues. At Adath, the Secondary Education committee became the “home” for Talmud Torah, and Talmud Torah activities were regularly featured in various Adath publications.

In the coming year, Talmud Torah will be celebrating its 125th year, with special activities throughout. 

Amy Susman-Stillman

Synagogue Integration Co-Lead

YOUNG ADULT OUTREACH


The Young Adult Outreach Program (YAO) is aimed at strengthening the connection of our young adults to Adath Jeshurun. Participation in the YAO program is offered to those between the ages of 18-24. This year we had 47 young adults registered in the program. The participants each received three carepackages (High Holidays, Chanukah, and Purim). The packages contained holiday-themed items such as apple fruit pies and honey sticks for the High Holidays, chocolate gelt for Chanukah, and Hamentashen baked in the Adath kitchen for Purim! Also included in the carepackages were letters written by the Rabbis containing holiday-related messages.
YAO continues to flourish with the support provided by many parent volunteers. Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped assemble the holiday boxes and bake the delicious hamentashen. These efforts are very much appreciated by Adath's young adults. 

Volunteers that have helped out this past year include: Lauren Kaplan, Heidi Schneider, Irena Salgan, Peter Kuretsky, Grace Ansel, Sue Freeman, and Ken Kadet. We would like to extend a very special thank you to the Adath office staff for their help in coordinating the mailing of our packages.

Amy Ansel and Jodi Kuretsky

Co-chairs

YOUTH DEPARTMENT

The Adath Jeshurun Youth Department provides an arena of programs for our youth to be involved within our community.  Our programs allow these children and teens to engage, learn, lead, and socialize. We offer opportunities for them to experience Shabbat, prayers, Israel, social action projects, tikkun olam, and to create bonding friendships.  

As activities are scheduled throughout the year, they have been planned and executed by their teen leaders. These skills (leading discussion groups, tutoring, supply purchasing, reaching out to maintain and retain peer members) are continuously improving and strengthening with each individual. Their positive energy and excitement has been contagious in encouraging others to actively be a part of our Adath Youth Chapter and Department:

· USY:  open to 9th – 12th graders

· KADIMA:  open to 7th & 8th graders

· MACCABEE:  open to 4th – 6th graders

· SMP Staff:  open to 8th graders (training) & 9th – 12th 

· JUNIOR CONGREGATION: open to K- 4th gr  

· Moving Traditions Educational Monthly Program:  Begins in 8th grade:

· ROSH HODESH for the girls, 

· SHEVAT for the boys

· HESCHEL Society Monthly Study: open to 9th-12th graders

· TEENs @ AIPAC: open to 11th & 12th grader

Just as important in maintaining this smooth working experience, I have appreciated not only my fabulous Adath Youth Staff, but the best parent volunteers!  Todah Rabah to these people that truly made a difference in our successful larger programs encompassing the Kick-Off BBQ, Parents Night Out – CAMP USY, Chapter Membership Retreat – CMR, and the Purim Carnival & Silent Auction:

Staff: USY Advisor – Neil Stein, KADIMA Advisor – Adam Lifland, 

ROSH HODESH/SHEVAT Leaders – Allie Greenstein, Libby Kane, Polly Lehman, Adam Tarshish, Eddie Winthrop

JUNIOR CONGREGATION:  Becka Steinberg

Adult Volunteers:  Secondary ED VP:  Jodi Rubin, YOUTH COMMISSION Co-CHAIRs –Ilyse Goldsmith and Stephanie Paul 

YOUTH COMMITTEE MEMBERS and/or COMMITTEE CHAIRS –Kara Rosenwald, Sue Roether, Heidi Geller, Beth Rodich, Mark Freeman, Nancy Getzkin, Aimee Feldman Jennifer Zacks, RABBIS’ SUPER INTERACTION – Rabbi Kravitz & Rabbi Weininger!

This year was incredible in youth membership and attendance: 96 USYers and 35 KADIMAniks 

Attendance at our major events were:

· 65 at the Kick-Off BBQ for USY/KADIMA  

· 54 USYers attended Kinnus 

· 5 USYers attend/lead monthly Shabbat services at Sholom Home

· 55 participated in the Social Bonding Night (USY/KADIMA) 

· 35 volunteered at our Annual Parents-Night-Out ‘CAMP USY’ Tzedakah Night with 48 children in attendance

· 94 volunteered throughout the Carnival (USY/KADIMA/ 6th gr Maccabee)

· an average of 35 enjoyed our weekly interactive USY Lounge nights 

· an average of 15 Kadimaniks/Maccabee attended their respective monthly Sunday afternoon events

· 31 members engaged in the HESCHEL SOCIETY STUDY monthly study with Rabbi Weininger

· 11 teens attended AIPAC Convention 2019, chaperoned by Sue Shrell Leon

· 36 teens representing 5 total groups involved in our Rosh Hodesh/Shevet monthly sessions

Sue Shrell Leon
Director of Youth Engagement
Leonard and Clara Savitt Youth Director Chair

Standing and Ad Hoc Committee Reports
ADATH’S OUTREACH CARING COMMUNITY:  YAD SIMA TOVA


Adath’s Outreach Caring Community - Yad Sima Tova’s (in memory of Susan Himmelman Shapiro) mission is to use the strength of our community to support Adath members and their families in times of need. We are thankful to all of our volunteers and we are always looking for more. 

Below is a list of the programs we offer and ways in which you can volunteer:

 

· Congregational Nurse:  Elaine Savick reaches out to our Adath members in coordination with our clergy to assess health concerns, as well as spiritual and social needs. Through her work she maintains a connection of the individuals with the congregation while providing them with community resources for support. 

· Meals:  offered to individuals and their families who are in need of assistance while ill or after returning home from the hospital or nursing home. Our committee sets aside a day to prepare meals that are stored in the freezer at Adath to use as needed. The meals are kosher dairy. If you would like to volunteer to deliver or participate in our cooking day, please contact one of us.

· Transportation:  volunteer drivers provide rides for Adath members who are unable to drive to Shabbat services or other Adath events.

· Visitor /Companion:  volunteers visit homebound congregants. Gan Shelanu Preschool delivers packages during the High Holidays and Purim.

· Bank and Bill Management: help individuals organize their home finances and bill payments.

· Healing Service: arrange for a prayer service for those who are recovering from an illness that is conducted wherever requested by the individual being comforted.
· Bereavement Comfort:  congregant volunteers make telephone calls and send follow up notes to members who have suffered a death of a family member. At Rosh Hashanah we prepare and mail small packages offering condolence to those members who have had a death in their family to let them know that the congregation has kept them in mind as well as their loved one. Last year we prepared and sent over 100 packages.

· Minyan Calling:  calls are made to congregants who have an approaching yahrzeit to encourage their attendance at daily Minyan services. 

· Spiritual and Religious Outreach:  arrange for volunteers to conduct services at various nursing homes. We also annually sponsor programs for Purim, Passover and Hanukkah at Knollwood Place Apartments for the residents of the Sholom Community Campus in St. Louis Park.

 The following are the contact people for the Yad Sima Tova programs:
Congregational Nurse 
Elaine Savick 

Healing Service
Don Masler

Meals
Kim Gedan and Sari Lederman

Bereavement 
Zahavah Stein
Transportation 
Norman Greenberg
Visitor/Companion 
Sue Kane

Yarhzeit Calling 
Jim Sherman

Bank and Bill Management 
Arnie Blatt

Spiritual / Religious Outreach 
Dona Rodich

 

Our sincere thanks to the Susan Himmelman Shapiro Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation for their continued support and encouragement. A big thank you to our outgoing transportation chairperson, Sheryl Rutzick for her dedication and good work. Finally, we are grateful to several Adath Jeshurun Foundation Funds that offer permanent ongoing support for Yad Sima Tova's outreach efforts.

If you would like to get involved with any of our programs, contact Sari at 612.508.8259 or Sue at 763.546.7135.

Sari Lederman and Sue Kane

Co-chairs




CONGREGATIONAL NURSE PROGRAM OF YAD SIMA TOVA


The Congregational Nurse Program grew out of Adath’s Outreach Caring Community: Yad Sima Tova as a natural extension of its mission and purpose. The Congregational Nurse brings the medical, spiritual and social dimensions of healing to our congregants. 
Elaine Savick is our Congregational Nurse and is a registered nurse with many Years experience. Elaine is also a certified Honoring Choices Facilitator (for writing health care directives) and has completed the Foundations of Faith Community Nursing training. She has recently been trained to facilitate the Stepping On falls reduction program and presentations. The Nurse works closely with the clergy as an extension of their pastoral work enabling them to reach more members in a timely way. 
The Congregational Nurse does not provide hands-on care, but she does: 
● Assess needs 
● Visit Adath members and families in their homes and other settings or maintain contact by phone to offer support and guidance when recovering from an illness or when facing health issues 
● Update out of town family members as appropriate with permission 
● Act as a health educator 
● Provide guidance on health options and act as a health advocate 
● Make referrals to JFCS and other community resources as appropriate 
● Make referrals to Adath services and programs and to Adath clergy as appropriate 
● Attend care conferences with family members 
● Support congregants and their families who are in hospice care or dealing with serious illness or isolation
● Assist individuals with writing a health care directive 
● Serve as a resource to Adath staff members regarding health issues within their families 
More information may be found in the Congregational Nurse program brochure, available in Adath kiosks and on the Adath website in the “Resources” section. The Congregational Nurse Program was sponsored by Marc and Julie Kozberg in the past, and is now supported by an anonymous Adath member. Their participation in this valuable outreach activity is very much appreciated, and we extend our heartfelt thanks to them. 
Hospitals and care facilities under present laws no longer release patient information to Adath. Elaine relies on the clergy, families and friends as well as direct contacts from the members themselves for her referrals. Everyone in the Adath Jeshurun Congregation needs to be a part of her work as a caring and compassionate community, keeping her in mind as we see individuals that may need her help. Concerned congregants may contact the Congregational Nurse on behalf of themselves or others. To leave a private, confidential message for the Nurse, call 952.215.3936 or send an email to nurse@adath.net.
Elaine Savick
Congregational Nurse


ARCHIVES


In 2002 The Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest (JHSUM) founders, Nathan and Teresa Berman (of blessed memory) created an endowment for the JHSUM collection housed in the Anderson Library on the campus of the University of Minnesota. Over the past sixteen years your committee has collected 127 years of archival material documenting the 127 years of the history of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation. Together with the history of Bnai Emet’s congregation, we have amassed invaluable material of archival history that will be available to scholars and future generations to preserve our rich history dating back to 1884.
Over the past year we have collected several additional boxes of historical material that were delivered to Kate Dietrick, our archivist. She has processed and integrated the papers into the files that have been digitized and are available for any one doing research concerning our congregation.

Your committee is continuously searching for material to add to our archives. If you have materials that you believe are pertinent to our collection, you may take them to the synagogue and we will see that they are taken to the Berman Archives at the University of Minnesota. Should you have any questions, contact either Carolyn Abramson at baubiec@comcast.net or Norman Pink at dorthnorm@aol.com. 
Carolyn Abramson and Norman Pink
Co-chairs


ART & DESIGN
The mission of this committee is to enrich Jewish identity, spirituality and generational continuity through visual art and design. The committee reviews potential art donations and preserves and displays creative works that represent a wide range of Jewish themes. 
Adath has an extensive art collection. We have created a data base to catalog our art and ritual art collection.  We rotate the art about three or four times a year.  In addition, we occasionally install visiting art shows. The Art and Design Committee is also charged with oversight of building design, as a sub-committee of the Property Committee.  

This year we installed a glass display cabinet in the library to showcase Torah crowns. These beautiful silver ritual items are no longer used in our congregation and have been in storage but they are part of our Jewish heritage. The cabinet was designed by Peter Sussman with funding from the Jerry & Sharon Zweigbaum Art Fund.

Committee participants are: Lucy Rose Fischer, Chair; Sandy Baron, Gloria Cooper, Bernie Goldblatt, Erv Grossman, Joel Kaplan, Betty Kohn, Paul Pink, Lee Prohofsky, Dianne Silverman, Debbie Spencer, Peter Sussman, and Sharon Zweigbaum
Lucy Rose Fischer

Chair



CEMETERY


The Adath Jeshurun Congregation cemetery, Adath Chesed Shel Emes Cemetery, is located at 38th & Winnetka in New Hope, MN. A few highlights of our past year:
Each year during the High Holy days, Kever Avot services are led by our Adath Jeshurun clergy, and Cemetery board members provide memorial prayers for families to honor loved ones.

Memorial Day/Holocaust Remembrance Day was attended by over 100 people. Flags were placed on graves of Veterans and Shoah Survivors with assistance of Pack and Troop 738 chartered by the Sabes JCC. We can use your assistance to identify Jewish veterans and Holocaust survivors buried in our cemetery.  Please join us for this meaningful ceremony. 

We are engaged with the community to develop and deliver a Service of Comfort for parents of early term pregnancies. The Cemetery provides burial services, a designated space and an annual service in conjunction with community rabbis. 

In 2019 we will dedicate a new section of the cemetery. This area is designated as a green burial area. The lot selection, burial practices, monuments, and vegetation choices will reduce the environmental impact associated with conventional burials, and be available as an option for families beginning this year. The committee has worked hard to develop adapted burial guidelines. Rabbi Stuart Kelman, an expert in end-of-life practices and green burial practices, will lead the dedication. 

Total number of grants of burial is similar to last year with 51 sales of new lots. There were 47 burials in the past year. We report a healthy financial situation. 

Thanks to the support of generous donors, Adath Chesed Shel Emes continues is able to continue its mission to provide Chesed burials to those who cannot afford it otherwise. In 2018, the Resnick Fund covered the lot and burial costs for 15 individuals. Donations are always accepted to support this mission and development activities for the entire cemetery.
Cemetery Board members include: Hersh Berman, Bernie Goldblatt, Leslie Goldblatt, Mel Goldfein, Norm Greenberg, Joe Lifland, Joel Mintzer, Jeremy Passer, Joe Peilte, David Sandler, Eli Sirotin, Jonathan Shaver, Mark Spencer, David Thaler and Thomas Wexler. There are a lot of activities with the cemetery. With questions or to purchase a grant of burial, please feel free to contact any member of the committee or our Superintendent, Michael Morris, at 612.998.0077.
 

Jonathan Shaver
Chair 


CHEVRA KAVOD HAMET


Adath‘s nationally-recognized, award-winning Chevra Kavod Hamet (Society to Honor the Deceased) was founded over 40 years ago by congregants who wanted to help other congregants at a time of need. The Chevra has since become an integral part of the continuum of congregational life.
 

The all-volunteer Chevra provides comfort and support to bereaved families, while honoring the deceased by providing a traditional Jewish funeral for any Adath member upon request. Chevra funerals are simple, dignified, and provided at a modest cost. Volunteers contribute their time and talents to administrative tasks, education, outreach, ritual participation, or support to bereaved families, whatever is comfortable for them.

 

In calendar year 2018, the Chevra served a record-breaking 22 families. For YTD 2019, 44% of Adath congregant burials are Chevra burials. The families we serve consistently praise the Chevra for being present and for providing meaningful support and loving care, and attention to practical needs, at a time when they needed it the most.

 

The Chevra continues to provide assistance with preplanning a Chevra funeral. Preplanning offers many emotional, spiritual and financial benefits and we encourage all congregants to consider this option. Contact Cindy Dubansky at 612.308.0166 or adathchevra@gmail.com for Chevra preplanning information and assistance.

 

Kol Hakavod to our hard-working Chevra volunteers with the leadership team, First Contact, tahara leaders and team members, Shomrim Arrangers, shomrim, tachrichim (burial shroud) makers, and others who volunteer behind the scenes.

We encourage you to learn more about the Chevra Kavod Hamet through the Adath website, Chevra brochures in the brochure racks and Plain Pine Box, a documentary about the Chevra and its work, available in the Adath Library in DVD and book formats. JOIN the dozens of Adath members who provide meaningful emotional and spiritual consolation to those who have experienced a loss.

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for shomrim, Shomrim Arranger, First Contact, tahara team, and other positions.

 

For more information or pre-planning, for presentations to your committee, group or Havurah, or to VOLUNTEER, please contact Cindy Dubansky, 612.308.0166; Joe Peilte, 612.968.7504; Bruce Nemer, 612.701.7089; or by email, adathchevra@gmail.com.

Cindy Dubansky
Joe Peilte
Bruce Nemer 

Co-administrators


HESED



The Hesed Committee’s mission is to coordinate and provide opportunities for acts of justice and loving-kindness within the synagogue and our communities. This year Hesed again directed attention to food insecurity, housing and racial justice. Many congregants participated in Hesed activities throughout the year through both volunteer and financial support.

Food Insecurity

· Hesed’s Giving Circle for food insecurity, which benefits ICA, PRISM and STEP food shelves, is in its third year. Congregants become part of the Giving Circle by donating $36 to Hesed or by volunteering for three hours at one of the three food shelves or at Loaves and Fishes or Our Saviour’s community Services. As of May 1, 2019, there were 67 members in Hesed’s Giving Circle, 33 people made financial contributions and 62 people volunteered 216 hours. All three food shelves received generous checks last October and again for the 2019 March Food Share. 

· Our annual Yom Kippur Food drive brought 5141 pounds of food for STEP.

· Dedicated volunteers paid for food, cooked and served meals every month for Our Saviour’s and every other month for Loaves & Fishes. 

· As of May 1st, 22 Adath members donated 136 bags of clothing and household goods to Prism’s Shop for Change. The sales of these items help keep the food shelves stocked.

· The Giving Circle initiated three annual celebrations this year at each of the food shelves.  Attendees volunteered efforts at ICA, STEP and PRISM’s “Shop for Change”, presented a generous check from Hesed’s Giving Circle, and celebrated.

Housing

· The committee members from Edina, Plymouth, and Minnetonka worked within their own cities to promote affordable housing with the help of JCA. Committee members and concerned congregants worked on affordable housing “teams”. One of the goals this year was to ensure that a fair percentage of housing units will be permanently affordable. The affordable housing teams also supported legislation that would help prevent homelessness.

· The committee provided financial support to MICAH, an interfaith council dedicated to the promotion of affordable housing. 

· Hesed and Women of Adath co-sponsored a drive collecting housewares for previously homeless individuals moving into their first place. The collection will continue through mid-June.

Racial Justice

The Hesed committee provided financial support and advocacy to four organizations that support racial justice. 

· NACOEJ, the North American Coalition on Ethiopian Jewry, strives to provide better lives for Ethiopian children and families in Israel. Hesed representative, Harlan Jacobs spoke both to the congregation and to Adath USY about the crisis faced by Ethiopian Jews. Hesed and Adath USY co-sponsored an essay contest on the subject of Ethiopian Jewry. Mia Cytron, the essay contest winner, published a poignant essay on the importance of the 8000 remaining Ethiopian Jews to be able to make Aliyah to Israel and to be recognized as Jews. 

· Hesed focused efforts on immigration by highlighting HIAS, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society as the recipient of a generous donation from Adath’s Purim Pushke Project. HIAS provides humanitarian aid and assistance to refugees. 

· Hesed continued to support the work of JRLC, the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition which promotes racial justice through legislative change. 

· Hesed has continued to support the work of JCA, Jewish Community Action, which seeks to promote racial and economic justice in our community.

· Hesed sponsored two educational programs highlighting issues faced by today’s immigrants. The first featured Luz Lopez, who at the age of nine witnessed the deportation of her mother and now advocates on behalf of the immigrant community. This program was co-sponsored with Jewish Community Action.  With their support, attendees contacted local representatives to support the passage of the “Driver’s licenses for all” bill, which would enable immigrants in Minnesota to drive legally. The second program, “Dangerous Mission- America’s Sole Rescue of 1000 WWII Refugees” was co-sponsored with the adult learning committee. The documentary “Safe Haven: Story of Hope” was presented. Gloria Fredkove shared the amazing story of how her family escaped deportation to the concentration camps, and how the early trauma affected her life and the life of her family. 

HESED - continued


She acknowledged that the challenges facing new immigrants today is not much different than the challenges that faced her family nearly 75 years ago. 

Hesed committee members, congregants and supporters worked very hard again this year to make a significant difference in our community through volunteer support and financial contributions. These accomplishments could not be done without you. Thank you for all of your efforts!

Committee members: Robert Altman, Michelle Basman, Carol Bromer, Lisa Bromer, Sherry Coffino, Sheree Curry, Darlene Davis, Cindy Dubansky, Barbara Friedman, Sharon Garber, Ed Goldsmith, Marcy Harris, Harlan Jacobs, Rabbi Harold Kravitz, Steve Krikava, Gwyn Leder, Don Masler, Fran Meier, Rachel Orman, Larry Parks, Cindy Reich, Joy Sandler, Veta Segal, Lynn Seigel, Jaye Snyder, Judith Tennebaum, Robin Zadaka.

Joy Sandler
Chair


INCLUSION

The mission of the Committee for inclusion of People with Special Needs is to open the doors of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to all and facilitate accommodations that enable participation in all aspects of synagogue life. 

This past year, the Inclusion Committee has accomplished the following in pursuit of its mission: 

· February Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion Month (JDAIM) activities: 

· JDAIM Shabbat at Adath was on February 23rd –It was a wonderful and memorable Shabbat. Rabbi Ruti Regan was our guest for the weekend.  Rabbi Ruti Regan is an autistic feminist rabbi, liturgist, and a disabled disability advocate. She was also the Numero Steinfeldt guest for the entire weekend.  While here, she spent time with the clergy, one-on-one.  Friday evening she spoke at services on “Using Jewish culture to understand autism”, she gave the D’var Torah and met with SMP teen tutors and the B’Yachad program.  There was a lunch and learn in the afternoon where she led another discussion.  On Sunday morning, she had a chance to meet with Talmud Torah teachers and other educators for a workshop.

· Gan Shelanu, SMP, B’Yachad, and USY did activities related to disability. 

· Maintained allergy-free food table at Shabbat luncheons with treats provided by volunteers from the Inclusion Committee and other synagogue groups. 

· The Inclusion Survey Report was presented to the staff and to the Board of Directors and will be putting something together for the entire Adath Community.

· Our Committee collaborated with JFCS Jewish Inclusion Collaborative with the Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival, for a showing of the film “My Hero Brother.”  It was shown at the St. Paul JCC and there were close to 60 people in attendance.

· Served dinner at Our Savior’s Shelter. 

· We have added to our wheelchair and walker equipment for the use of our congregants while in the synagogue.

Committee members: 
Etta Barry (Chair),  Jim Sherman (staff liaison), Etta Bernstein, Joel Brand, Raleigh Brand, Linda Cherwitz, Joel Coffino, Sherry Coffino, Laura Cooper, Roz Ettedgui, Jeannie Gilfix, Renae Gold, Ed Goldsmith, Tim Green, Ruth Harris, Michael Hindin, Marcie Kelner, Risa Kessler, Miriam Kieffer, Marlee Kivens, Liz Larson, Susan Lazar, Gwyn Leder, Lori Leder-Fogel, Barbara Parks, Joelle Pink, Nancy Robinow, Harold Sadoff, Elaine Savick, Veta Segal, Kati Tovah Silverman, Beth Silverwater, Sheri Steinman, Rollie Troup, Sam Troup-Cardoso, Barbara Weitzman

We are pleased to be recognized as a standing committee with representation on the Adath Board of Trustees. There is always a need for new members of the Inclusion Committee, so if you or someone you know has a desire to be a part of our work, please contact us to volunteer, eberry64@comcast.net.
Etta Barry
Chair
ISRAEL AND MASORTI



The Adath Israel Committee strives to enhance our connection to Israel and Masorti.  The committee’s goal is to promote a deeper engagement by our members with Israel and Israelis, and to create a connection to Jewish peoplehood through our relationship with Israelis and Israeli history.  We organize educational opportunities for our Adath members and for the greater community on issues of interest and importance concerning Israel.  We support and build connections between Adath Jeshurun and Magen Avraham.
 
Last June we welcomed Rabbi Dikla Druckman and her husband Adi Sherzer-Druckman to Adath.  Rabbi Dikla leads Magen Avraham in Omer, Israel, our sister congregation.  We were delighted to meet her in person and to continue our close connection with her kehillah in the years to come.
 
Our Rav Siach study group gathers throughout the year on Sunday mornings to talk via Zoom with our Israeli friends at Magen Avraham.  Rabbi Kravitz and Rabbi Dikla Druckman co-lead the discussion.  The discussion materials are prepared by the Masorti movement in English and in Hebrew to address contemporary topics using video, music, poetry, and of course, Torah and Talmud.  Some of the highlights of our study this year were sessions about the benefits and challenges of assimilation in Israel and the U.S., the connection between Rosh Hashana and Rosh Hodesh Heshvan, and Jewish responses to tragic events.
 
Adath had the privilege to welcome Rabbi Mikie Goldstein, the President of the Rabbinical Assembly of Israel came to Minneapolis in November and spoke about : “Pluralism & Pride: Judaism of Tradition and Change.”  Rabbi Goldstein spoke about LGBT, marriage, and Jewish conversion issues in Israel.  In addition to his leadership role in the Masorti movement, he is the congregational Rabbi at Kehillat Adat Shalom-Emanuel in Rehovot. The Minneapolis Jewish community is paired with Rehovot which is a part of our Partnership2Gether (P2G) program. 
 

The Adath Israel Committee will be hosting, with the JCRC as a co-sponsor, a number of Zionist Salons in the coming year.  The Zionist Salon is designed to further our intellectual understanding of Zionism and deepen our emotional connection to the great Jewish project of our times - the State of Israel.  The Zionist Salon gives us all an opportunity to ask “what does Israel mean to me” and “what does Zionism mean to me” -- to try to use these tools to build meaning in our lives - while also contributing to the Jewish People, Israel, and the world.  Our first Zionist Salon in May looked at contemporary “Tribes of Israel,” four modern segments of Israeli society:  Arab, secular, Haredi, and national religious, plus Diaspora Jews.  Please join us for future Zionist Salons.
 
In addition, in collaboration with the Adath Library, we have regular book discussions of books by Israeli authors.  Steve Lear will lead a discussion of Catch-67 by Micah Goodman, a provocative book on Israeli politics that proposes steps to resolve the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.  Join us on September 8 at 10:30 a.m. for what promises to be a lively discussion.
Kim Gedan and Heidi Schneider
Co-chairs


KERUV



The Keruv Committee, established by the Board of Trustees, held its first meeting in May 2005 for the purpose of creating a congregational culture which draws in and brings close members of our Community who may feel marginalized or without a voice in our synagogue family such as single people, couples without children, interfaith families and members of the LGBTQ+ community.

An important component of the Keruv Committee’s work consists of examining current synagogue policies, literature, questionnaires and documents in light of the changing population within our community and the Conservative Movement, with an eye to inclusivity. 

With the guidance of our rabbis, the Keruv Committee is known for its thought-provoking discussions, as we delve into the more complicated issues that can arise within the life of our synagogue. The model we follow is to name the “issue”, study relevant texts and engage in meaningful and thoughtful conversation to arrive at a conclusion or consensus. 

This year, we had an increased focus on the LGBTQ+ community with the help of Keshet, a national organization that works for full LGBTQ equality and inclusion in Jewish Life, and J-Pride. 

· A number of Adath staff and lay leaders attended a Keshet workshop

· Heidi Schneider updated the Adath library with books focused on LGBTQ content

· J-Pride provided a training session for the Keruv Committee that was open to staff and lay leaders

· Keruv and J-Pride hosted a movie night featuring a documentary about the local Trans community which was open to the community

· Under the Keruv umbrella, Adath members participated in annual LGBTQ Pride events at Loring Park and in the Parade. 

Dedicated Adath members who served on the Keruv Committee this year: Sandy Baron, Rebecca Biderman, Jeff Sherman, Nancy Harold, Andy Kibort, Abby Kirschner, Debra Krawetz, Lois Kozberg, Jeffrey Levy, Susanna Lodge, Don Masler, Neil Meyer, Rachel Orman, Barbara Rubin-Greenberg, Miriam Segall, Annette Sandler, Debbie Spencer, Rabbi Kravitz and Rabbi Weininger. 

Special thanks to Jayce Koester, J-Pride coordinator, for helping us every step of the way as we continue our work on LGBTQ+ inclusion, to Jeff Sherman for his guidance as Keruv chair the past several years, to the Rabbis for their outstanding leadership and to all committee members for their dedication to creating an inclusive culture in our Congregation.

Sharon Garber
Chair 


MAZON Advocacy Project: Minnesota


MAZON Advocacy Project: Minnesota 
The Mazon Advocacy Project: Minnesota (MAP:MN) continues to unite Adath members with members of other Minnesota Jewish congregations to advocate for policies to end hunger in our state. During the year, MAP:MN participated in the Partners to End Hunger coalition. As a member of the coalition, MAP:MN participants were encouraged to attend Hunger Day on the Hill, joining with hundreds of anti-hunger advocates from across the state to support state policies to end hunger in Minnesota.

These were our priorities for 2019:

· MAP:MN has been strongly identified as the leading group trying to put an end to the practice of ‘school lunch shaming.’ Students who don’t have enough money in their school lunch accounts to pay for their meals face embarrassing consequences, including having their hot school lunches dumped in the garbage and replaced with a cold sandwich and a glass of milk. It was a major issue again in the state legislature in 2019. 

· MAP:MN also was the lead organization in 2015 supporting state funding of a Market Bucks program. The program provides bonus certificates to SNAP recipients, enabling them to receive additional, free products when they shop at Minnesota farmers markets. In 2019, we had to take action to oppose a bill that would have eliminated funding for the program. 

· We joined with coalition partners to support increased funding for mobile food shelves.

· We supported a bill to enhance the school breakfast program provided to students in our state.

· We supported a program to promote urban agriculture.

· We supported a program to encourage serving locally grown food products in the school lunch program.

· We supported action to address the growing problem of food insecurity on our state’s college campuses.

· We supported increased funding for a Good Food Access Fund to help communities address food access obstacles (such as food deserts and lack of access to fresh food.) 

Steve Krikava 
Chair


NOMINATING




TAMID:  Theatre, Arts, Music, Israel, Dance


It's been another wonderful year for our TAMID Cultural Arts Committee (TAMID stands for Theater, Arts, Music, Israel and Dance). We co-sponsored the Adath Annual Benefit and we partnered with other Adath groups to ensure the success of their programs through the support of our volunteers and monetary sponsorships. Some of this year’s highlights:
· Divas on the Bima – TAMID co-sponsored these four multi-talented cantors. We also honored Norman and Dorothy Pink for their extraordinary service to the Adath Community.  It was a fun and lively evening of great music coupled with a Craft Cocktail Dinner Party. A gala evening for all!
· Ernest Bloch’s Sacred Service – An innovative TAMID project of Adath Congregation and the MacPhail Center for Music with the Twin Cities Jewish Chorale featuring Hazzan Daniel Gross.

· TAMID and Atid co-sponsored a Jewish Theater Event ‘Shul’ at the MN Jewish Theatre.

We look forward to many more exciting events in the coming year.  If you would like to be part of one of the great committees at Adath Jeshurun, let us know and we can get you the details. Thank you all!

Craig Spencer, Outgoing Chair

Erica Kopilenko, Incoming Chair
Hazzan Joanna Dulkin, Artistic Director



WOMEN OF ADATH
We Jews must never live in the past, but the past must always live within us.   Ben Gurion
Atid which means future was this year’s theme for Women’s League for Conservative Judaism.

Atid – This past year the Women of Adath Jeshurun looked to the future

· We began the year with a paid membership brunch featuring Professor David Schultz

· We were joined by Mary Bauer, Deaf & Hard of Hearing Specialist with the Minnesota Department of Public Health, who spoke on “Hear for the Health of It”

· We celebrated an “after-Hanukkah” luncheon featuring Lori Sturdevant, columnist for the StarTribune

· We changed direction this year and instead of a student, Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, Dean of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies was our guest at the Women of Adath Shabbat

· We managed to shop at Mainstream Boutique and at the same time raise some funds that will enable us to continue supporting services and needs of the congregation

Atid – With an eye on the future our board members continue to be an integral part of the Adath community serving on the Adath Board of Trustees, Hesed committee, Inclusion committee and Adult Learning committee

Atid – with an eye on the future we continue to raise funds for the Torah Fund and for various activities within the synagogue

Atid – our future continues with our new name and three co-presidents.  We celebrated our 100th anniversary and look to the future for the next century.

Atid – we look to the future for continuing assistance and guidance from the clergy and staff of Adath Jeshurun – we are grateful for all you do for us.  We are also appreciative to the congregation and our members for their support.

Atid – Women of Adath Jeshurun look to the future as we continue to meet the needs of our synagogue and community.

Ruth Harris, Ardis Wexler and Judy Goldstein
Co-Presidents


ADATH JESHURUN FOUNDATION


The past year has been successful for Adath Jeshurun Foundation on multiple fronts. Adath members and other generous donors gave more than $248,000 to grow the endowment, which exceeded $10,000,000 in market value this year. We have worked closely with CAPTRUST Financial Advisors based in Raleigh, North Carolina, who advise and manage our funds.

Donors to the Adath Foundation invest in our permanent source of funding and support to ensure Adath’s wellbeing for this and future generations. This spring the Foundation provided $325,705 of investment income to the Adath community – funding rich educational opportunities for learners of all ages, a vibrant base of spiritual and religious experiences and a warm inclusive environment.

In its over thirty years of existence, the Foundation has contributed more than $3,000,000 to Adath’s programs and operations. From the generations that came before us, to those we have yet to meet, the Adath Foundation is our community’s promise for a Jewish future. Legacy gifts permanently endow the congregation's well-being for this and future generations. It is a wise investment that provides enduring support for our congregation, and it is an opportunity to thoughtfully determine one’s legacy.

The Foundation is made up of 150 endowed funds and three endowed chairs: the Max Newman Family Chair in Rabbinics, the Leonard and Clara Savitt Youth Director Chair, and the Berman Family Chair in Jewish Learning, along with 104 planned gifts (legacy commitments). We are deeply grateful to the hundreds of Legacy Society members: those whose (current or future) gifts ensure the continuity of Jewish life and help future generations navigate and improve our ever-changing world. This past year, the following Adath members joined the Legacy Society with these generous gifts:

Planned Gifts:

· Anonymous

· Rabbi Harold Kravitz and Cindy Reich

· Lenny Garber and Gwyn Leder

· Steve and Jill Gottlieb

· Heather and Mark Stesin

New Permanent Endowment Funds:

· The Joy (Lumel) Sandler Family Hesed Fund

· The Andy and Barb Fishman Youth and Family Engagement Fund

· The Howard and Marilyn Fischbein Family Fund for Teen Engagement and Scholarship

The community-wide It’s Your Legacy program has helped raise awareness of legacy giving and resulted in some of these commitments to our community. Our successful participation in Year 2 of the program has been rewarded with a $5,000 grant from the program sponsors, the Jewish Federations of Minneapolis and Greater Saint Paul and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

This past year, the Foundation board also reviewed and updated our bylaws, policies and board terms. Accordingly, leadership succession planning remains an important focus for the future of the Foundation. The Foundation Board named Joe Rubenstein President-elect this April, and he will begin a three-year term as President at the Foundation’s Annual Meeting this fall.

Please join me in thanking the following board members for their service in 2018-2019: Sally Appelbaum, Judy Cook, Barb Fishman, Bernie Goldblatt, Judy Goldstein, Scott Gordon, Dr. Stan Kagin, Al Kaufmann, Chris Kellogg, Rabbi Harold Kravitz, Rafina Larsen (ex officio), Dr. Jeffrey Mandel, Joel Mintzer, Charles Newman, Jason Rose, Joe Rubenstein, David Segal, Evan Stern (ex officio), Jon Tarshish, Rabbi Aaron Weininger, Ed Zeman.

Barbara Rubin-Greenberg
Adath Jeshurun Foundation Interim President



ADATH JESHURUN FOUNDATION - Continued


We are grateful to the following Legacy Society members who have helped secure our future by naming Adath Jeshurun Foundation as a beneficiary in their will, trust, retirement account or life insurance policy:

Anonymous (14) 

Sally and Michael Abrams 

Carolyn Abramson and Family 

Marge and Ed* Agranoff 

Sally Appelbaum 

Mike and Sarah Badower 

Stanford and Amy Baratz and Family 

Margo Berdass 

Minnie Bergman 

Sandra Bergman 

Elaine Berkowitz 

Judith and Michael Berman 

Edward H. Borkon 

Michael and Carol Bromer 

Judy and Richard Cook and Family 

Peter and Gloria Cooper 

Gary Cohen and Margaret Macneale 

Lois S. Edelstein 

Mark and Lucy Rose Fischer
Andy and Barb Fishman 

Brad and Emily Frank 

Jan Frisch 

Lenny Garber

Dr. James* and Judy Gaviser 

Roni and Alan Gingold 

Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt 

Harold and Cynthia Goldfine 

Alvin* and Judy Goldstein 

Karyn Gruenberg Goldstein 

Steve and Jill Gottlieb

Norman A. Greenberg and Beth Silverwater 

Barbara Rubin-Greenberg 

Ida* and Irving* Greenfield 

Michael and Teri Greenstein 

Susan and Thomas Kafka 

Stan and Jeanne Kagin 

Randy and Raleigh Kaminsky 

Morton and Merle Kane 

Harry* and Marilyn Karasov 

Chris Kellogg and Jack Leveille and Family 

Ruth King-Smith*

Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz and Cindy Reich 

Mayer* and Faye* Krupp 

June* and Neil Lapidus 

Raymond M. Lazar 

Steve and Sheri Lear 

Jules and Rose Levin 

Martin and Laura Lipshutz and Family 

Jeffrey L. Mandel, MD

Roslyn* and Edward Marks 

The Martin Miller Family 

Mike Miller and Family 

Gail and Howie Milstein and Family 

Joel Mintzer and Heidi Schneider 

Bobby and Bruce Nemer 
Corinne* and Robert Neuman 
Barry and Amy Newman 

David and Jill Orbuch 

Dr. Martin and Joyce Dechter Orbuch 

Melvin and Beatrice* Orenstein 

Dr. Milton* and Etta Fay Orkin 

Barbara and Larry Parks 

Nancy and Joseph Peilte 

Norman and Dorothy Pink 

Lee and Jill Prohofsky 

Jason and Lindsey Rose 

Lon Rosenfield and Barbara Friedman 

Gay and Jules Rosenthal and Family 

Joseph and Lee-Ann Rubenstein 

Janice and Jeffrey Schachtman and Family 

Herbert and Marta Schechter 

Lorraine Sherman and Sid* Schwartzfield 

Beth Ann and Saul* Segal 

David and Renee Segal and Family 

Bert Bach* and Miriam Segall 

Rick Siedband and Carol Sarnat 

Sheila and Steven Sigel 

Melissa Cohen Silberman and Sheldon Silberman 

Craig and Debbie Spencer

Evan Stern

Heather and Dr. Mark Stesin

Liba and Dr. M. Thomas Stillman 

Norton and Beverly Stillman 

Scott and Kim Teplinsky 

Joseph and Lisa Thiegs 

Bruce Walonick 

Fred and Michelle Weber 

Andrew and Marci Weiner and Family 

Barry Wolfish and Randi Winston 

Bob & Debby Wolk 

* Of blessed memory


ADATH JESHURUN FOUNDATION FUNDS


We Proudly Honor the Permanent Endowment Funds of Adath Jeshurun Foundation:

Burton and Marty Abramson Fund impacts young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Adath Jeshurun Congregation Fund supports general operating needs of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Adath Women's League Fund supports activities of the Adath Jeshurun Women's League

Anonymous enhances senior programming at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Ken and Sally Appelbaum Keruv Fund provides seed money for new programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation and supports the needs of our diverse community with a specific focus on outreach to underserved populations

Sally Leafman Appelbaum Life Members Fund supports a lifetime membership to Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Lorraine and Alex Astren Family Jewish Studies Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young adults at Adath Jeshurun Congregation seeking to become Jewish professionals

Badower Family Fund supports general education needs of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Bach/Segall Family Fund for Adult Learning supports adult education programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Shirley and Zollie Baratz Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation for Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences

Bender Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Martin and Ginger Bell Jewish Enhancement Fund encourages Adath's young people to further develop and enhance their Jewish experience during the post B'nai Mitzvah years

Fred and Margo Berdass Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Albert, Minnie and Sandra Bergman Fund supports adult learning at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Berman Family Chair in Jewish Learning supports the Director of Jewish Learning position at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Charlotte and Richard Berman Family Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within the synagogue

Grace and Morris Besner Gan Shelanu Fund supports the Gan Shelanu Preschool at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Bnai Emet Legacy Fund maintains Bnai Emet's legacy at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Bnai Emet Scholarship Fund supports scholarships or assistance to congregants of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to further their Jewish education

Art Brand Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to Adath Jeshurun Congregation young people for Jewish summer camp

Briskin-Sholler Family Scholarship Fund provides opportunities for Adath young people to participate in Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences

ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Hazzan Scott and Marcy Buckner Family Fund supports musical programming and related materials at Adath Jeshurun Congregation
Martin and Bonnie Bush Family Fund supports capital improvements and long-term maintenance of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation synagogue building

Capital Repair and Replacement Fund supports capital improvements and long-term maintenance needs of the synagogue building

The Chai Fund supports the greatest needs in the synagogue

Ella and Alexander Chester Fund supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Chevra Kavod Hamet Endowment Fund supports the work of the Chevra Kavod Hamet at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Norman Cohen Family Education Fund provides scholarships for families who require financial assistance in order to send their children to the Talmud Torah of Minneapolis

Bertram and Charlotte Cooper Adult Education Fund supports adult education at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Henry and Harriet Davis Family Fund supports the Gan Shelanu Preschool
at Adath Jeshurun Congregation primarily through the purchase of educational equipment and toys

Leah and Harold Davis Family Fund for Education of Children and Youth supports the educational needs of children and youth at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Education Programming Fund supports our education staff and all education programming - from babies and toddlers, through Gan Shelanu, Sunday School, SMP, Youth, Adults, to Seniors. This fund is also for educational material and equipment

Ezrilov Family Fund provides Herzl Camp Scholarships to Adath campers and, absent need, general operating support to Herzl Camp

Henry and Fannie Farb Library Fund supports the library at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Geraldine and Herbert Fineberg Family Fund supports enhanced Shabbat programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation, especially if it can occasionally include providing food/desserts for the congregation

Fink Life Members Fund supports a lifetime membership to Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Bernice and Jerry Fischbein Memorial Fund supports training and education for the Chevra Kaddisha at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Howard and Marilyn Fischbein Family Fund for Teen Engagement and Scholarship provides scholarship support to Adath teens to further their Jewish education (at programs such as Camp Ramah) and/or fund programs that engage Adath teens in Jewish life (such as Adath USY)

Andy and Barb Fishman Youth and Family Engagement Fund supports the engagement of Jewish youth and families at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Foundation General Fund supports general operating needs of the synagogue and the Foundation

Paula and Norman Fox Hesed Fund supports Adath Jeshurun Congregation's Hesed Committee in its efforts in the areas of housing, hunger, and the well-being of children


ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Jean and Philip Freeman Family Fund offers support to feed the community at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

James & Judy Gaviser Family Fund supports programs that teach, promote and inspire Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving kindness)

Gan Shelanu Programming Endowment Fund supports programming at the Gan Shelanu Preschool
Ruthie and Elliott Gensler Memorial Fund provides financial need-based scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation for summer camp and Israel experiences

Marion L. and John C. Gepner Family Fund for Youth supports youth programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Bernard and Ida Gingold Fund supports general purposes of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Elaine Gingold Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Esther and Bennett Goldberg Access Fund enables congregants of all ages with special needs to participate in religious, cultural, and educational activities in the synagogue

Marlene and Sandy Goldberg Family Fund supports choral activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Harold and Zelda Goldenberg Israel Experience Fund encourages and enables members of Adath Jeshurun Congregation and their families to study in Israel

Ronna and Victor Goldsteen Fund supports inclusion and adult education for the Adath Jeshurun Congregation community and the greater Minneapolis Jewish community

Alvin and Judy Goldstein Israel Scholarship Fund provides scholarship funds for children of Adath Jeshurun members to travel or study in Israel

 "Red" and Irene Goldstein Simcha Fund ensures floral arrangements for Shabbat Services and High Holidays and assists families lacking funds for flowers for various simachot (happy occasions) carrying on the tradition of the use of flowers as an expression of the beauty of life

Gilbert and Rita Greenberg Family Fund supports children of all ages at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Ida and Irving Greenfield Education Fund supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation
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Teri and Mike Greenstein Jewish Education Fund supports Adath's Jewish education programming

Grone Family Music Fund provides support for musical programming and related materials at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Ferne and Edward Grosmann Social Action Fund supports social action activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Gross Family Library Fund supports expenses of the Gross Family Library

Charles Grossman and Elizabeth Smith Fund enhances and promotes staff education at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

N. Bud and Beverly Grossman Foundation Fund supports enhancements to the N. Bud Grossman Family Chapel

Arleen and Leonard Gruenberg Library Fund supports the library's children's collection at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Ira and Jacqueline Heilicher Interfaith Fund supports interfaith understanding and respect through collaboration and learning within the Adath community

Phyllis and Dan Heilicher Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within the synagogue

Irving and Frances Herman Education Fund supports any educational need of Adath young people at all age levels from preschool through high school
Hesed Endowment Fund supports the mission of Hesed
Jewish Studies for a Better World Fund supports a lecture series at Adath Jeshurun Congregation with a specific focus on making the world a better place

Diane Jolson Legacy Fund supports the children in the Gan Shelanu Preschool and Adath youth participating in USY summer programs

Al and Helen Kagin Family Fund supports outreach efforts at Adath Jeshurun Congregation including the work of the Volunteer Coordinator

Ben and Miriam Kaitz Family Scholarship Fund provides need-based scholarships to young people of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation for Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences

Joe and Estelle Kane Family Fund supports general education programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Mort and Merle Kane Family Fund for Jewish Education and Camping supports educational programming of Adath Jeshurun Congregation and scholarships for Adath youth to attend Herzl Camp

Leon, Naomi and Phyllis Kaplan Gan Scholarship Fund provides financial aid assistance for Adath families who have children attending the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Harry and Marilyn Karasov Family Fund supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Kellogg Family Fund sustains the Adath Jeshurun synagogue community by periodically providing funds to support the annual L'Chaim fund drive, as well as other activities that build synagogue community

Ben and Reva Kibort Scholarship Fund provides need-based scholarships and/or merit-based scholarships based on well-rounded and current Jewish youth education, activity and community service involvement to young people of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation to learn about the Holocaust by visiting the concentration camps.

Ruth King-Smith Family Israel Education Fund provides scholarships to students attending accredited Israeli undergraduate, post-graduate, and high school academic programs

Kopsi Family Hesed and Social Justice Fund provides support for Hesed activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation, with priority given to immigration, food insecurity, and housing affordability

George and Ida Kleineman Family Fund benefits children at Adath, whether for academic scholarships, camp tuitions or whatever need might be greatest at any given time

Janus Korczak Scholarship Fund provides camp scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Burton Kronick Fund supports adult education and adult education programs at Adath Jeshurun Congregation


ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Kuperman-Aronauer-Sondell Family Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people of Adath Jeshurun Congregation for Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences

Landscape Beautification Fund supports the ongoing landscape beautification needs of the synagogue's grounds

L'Dor V'Dor Lumel Family Fund inspires youth by bringing Judaism alive through educational experiences and study in the post B'nai Mitzvah years in order to foster lifelong learning

Jules and Rose Levin Building Fund supports capital improvements and long-term maintenance of Adath Jeshurun Congregation's synagogue building

Sidney and Irene Levin Family Scholarship and Education Fund supports education programming and provides scholarship assistance to congregants to further their Jewish education
Heddy and Max Levy Ritual Fund supports the purchase of siddurim, chumashim, as well as to repair the Sefrei Torah

Zvi and Miriam Liberman Memorial Fund provides need-based scholarships to young people of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to experience Israel

Ben and Ruth Liman Family Fund supports children's activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Kurt and Lee Lindau Education Fund supports adult education programs at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Rosella M. and Morton Lent Gan Shelanu Scholarship Fund assists young families by offering need-based scholarships to the Gan Shelanu

Joseph L. Linoff and Hyman and Edith Edelman Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Sandra and Irwin Mandel Fund supports Bikkur Holim at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Markowitz Family Fund provides scholarships for young people of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to attend Jewish summer camp

The Masorti Fund educates the Adath community about Masorti and offers support to Masorti congregations in Israel

MHN Fund supports the greatest needs within the synagogue

Martin Miller Family Fund supports youth programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Dorothy and Martin Milstein Scholarship Fund supports scholarships or assistance to congregants of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to further their Jewish education

Josephine Feingold Moss Family Fund feeds the community at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Corinne and Robert Neuman Gan Enrichment Fund supports enrichment for Adath's Gan Shelanu Preschool children

Max Newman Family Chair in Rabbinics supports the Senior Rabbi's position at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Numero Steinfeldt Scholar-in-Residence enhances adult learning at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation


ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Orbuch Family Tikkun Olam Fund supports social justice programming, education, and advocacy for youth at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Mel and Beatsy Orenstein Teachers' Education Fund supports professional development of all teachers of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Dr. Milton and Etta Fay Orkin Family Fund supports the ongoing maintenance of the history of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Parish Family Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within the synagogue

Barbara and Larry Parks Scholarship Fund supports need-based scholarships for Jewish summer camp and Israel experiences and adult learning opportunities

Michael Paul Family Fund supports young families at Adath Jeshurun Congregation through scholarships and programming that builds community

Ellis and Ruth Peilen Family Fund provides scholarships to Adath young people for Israel experiences and/or Camp Ramah
Barbara Ziman Pentelovitch Gan Shelanu Fund supports the greatest needs in scholarship for children attending Gan Shelanu at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Perl Family Fund supports scholarships or assistance to congregants of Adath Jeshurun Congregation to further their Jewish education

Phillips Family Foundation Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Rose and Jay Phillips Fund supports adult education and adult education programs at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Norman and Dorothy Pink Family Leadership Fund supports leadership development at Adath Jeshurun Congregation of lay leaders and staff of all ages

Maxine and Mike Ritt Fund supports outreach for elderly congregants at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Nate and Claire Roberts Family Fund provides scholarship support to Adath students to further their Jewish education
Jules and Gay Rosenthal Fund for Lifelong Learning supports lifespan development at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Harold and Elaine Rubin Gan Shelanu Endowment Fund supports the congregation's Gan Shelanu Preschool

Saad-Schoenberger Fund supports educational programming and scholarships for youth at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Saba and Savta Fund supports scholarships for Israel trips, Jewish Day Schools and Gan Shelanu Preschool

Paul Salloway Camp Scholarship Fund provides need-based scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation to attend Herzl Camp

Helen and Mike Sandler Fund provides outreach to the elderly as part of the Yad Sima Tova Program of Adath Jeshurun Congregation


ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Joy (Lumel) Sandler Family Hesed Fund builds a better world by supporting Adath Jeshurun Congregation’s Hesed activities to advance social and economic justice
Stephanie Sargent Gan Shelanu Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to help offset the cost of tuition for the Gan Shelanu Preschool and support for special projects as needed

Avis Margulies Savitt and Burton Savitt Gan Shelanu Fund provides financial aid assistance for Adath families who have children attending the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Leonard and Clara Savitt Youth Director Chair supports the Youth Director's position at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Schanfield-Schwartz Family Fund provides recognition for leadership of young people in the Saturday Morning Program (SMP) at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Schneider Family Tenuah Leadership Fund supports leadership development of board members at Adath Jeshurun Congregation at the regional, national, and international level

The Scholarship Fund supports scholarships or assistance to congregants to further their Jewish education

Russell J. and Sylvia H. Schwartz Israel Youth Scholarship Fund provides need-based scholarships to Adath Jeshurun Congregation young people for Israel experiences

Andrew Seitel Memorial Fund supports children and families at risk at Adath Jeshurun Congregation
William and Ruth Seltz Youth Fund supports youth activities at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Prentice and Marion Shapiro Family Music Fund supports musical programming and related materials at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Lorraine and Sidney Sherman/Schwartzfield Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Karen Siegel-Jacobs Fund supports creative activities of Jewish teenagers, such as Keren-Or, a creative art and writing forum for teens

Sheila and Steven Sigel Family Fund provides financial aid assistance to families of the Gan Shelanu Preschool at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Norman and Dee Silver Fund supports the greatest needs that exist within the Synagogue

Jerome S. Solomon Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to young people at Adath Jeshurun Congregation for Jewish summer camp and educational experiences

Millie and Norman Stillman Garden Fund supports the ongoing maintenance of the garden located in the main circle of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Jack and Rochelle Sutin Fund for Sick and Poor Children supports the needs of sick, disabled, and poor children of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Tennebaum Family Social Justice Fund builds a better world by supporting Adath Jeshurun Congregation’s Hesed activities to advance social and economic justice

David Marc Thaler Memorial Fund supports educational programming of Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Edythe and Burton Toles Fund supports general purposes of Adath Jeshurun Congregation


ADATH JESHURUN FUNDS - Continued


Bruce Walonick Family Fund supports the Jewish education and leadership development of youth at Adath Jeshurun Congregation
Linda Weber Hesed Fund benefits children and families at risk

Minnie Weisberg Memorial Fund supports educational programming at Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Gisell and Richie Wien Family Fund offers care and support to the Adath community through its Yad Sima Tova program

Saul Winton Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund provides Camp Ramah scholarships to Adath young people

Jerry and Sharon Zweigbaum Family Art Fund supports the care and maintenance of the Adath Jeshurun Congregation art collection

BOLD STATEMENTS TO GUIDE OUR FUTURE


Adopted by Adath Jeshurun Board of Trustees August 2010

Welcoming Place (Hachnasat Orchim):  We are a warm, welcoming congregation that promotes inclusion and participation while valuing diversity.  We embrace welcoming as an important Jewish value and a responsibility shared by all as we support each other throughout all stages of life, and in times of joy and times of need.
Connectedness (K’sharim):  Judaism is grounded in community.  We will connect with one another through a rich variety of opportunities that foster smaller communities, engaged in our congregation, reflecting the commitment to our mission and values.

Education (Chinuch):  Education is the foundation for a committed Jewish life.  We will provide a lifelong continuum of quality Jewish learning opportunities to congregants of all ages, abilities and means through a combination of our own resources and that of our community partners.

Teen Involvement (Noar):  We value our teens and seek to engage them in congregational life.  We will foster a sense of belonging and spiritual fulfillment among our teens and remove barriers to full participation in everyday Jewish life.  We will provide leadership and financial support, creative programming, and will welcome teen input into congregational committees.

Israel (Yisrael):  Our commitment to the Land, the People and the State of Israel is steadfast.  We will provide and promote opportunities for congregants to experience, visit, and learn more about Israel and will maintain a strong connection with the Masorti Movement and Magen Avraham, our sister congregation in Omer.  We will strongly advocate for pluralism and tolerance in Israel and will model this by being respectful of differing points of view.
Shabbat (Shabbat Kodesh):  We inspire our members to experience the beauty and holiness of Shabbat, respecting tradition and offering an innovative array of Shabbat experiences.   We recognize that Shabbat is celebrated in the synagogue, the home and other places.

Conservative Judaism (Tenuah):  We model what it means to be a leading Conservative Jewish congregation, fully engaged with our national organizations as they reshape our movement.

Financial Commitment (Kemach):  We will take a leadership role in developing resources that reduce financial barriers to participation in congregational activities and in the broader Jewish community.

Technology (Technologia):  We are committed to utilizing and expanding current and new technologies in order to extend our presence beyond the physical building.

Mentoring (Hadracha):   As congregants journey through a life dedicated to Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Hasadim, we will provide mentors to welcome newcomers and increase the congregation’s overall knowledge, skills and comfort level with their own Jewish journey.

Intentional Jews (Kavanah):  We are a congregation that fosters intentional Jewish living.  We will help members grow to become active Conservative Jews living in a vibrant, spiritual, caring and ethical community.
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The mission of


Adath Jeshurun Congregation, 


a member of the Conservative Movement,


is to be a progressive, egalitarian and


sacred community dedicated to


Torah


(learning and tradition),


Avodah


(prayer and spirituality)


and


Gemilut Hasadim


(acts of loving kindness).
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ADULT LEARNING - continued
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Recommended for Approval at the June 6, 2019 Congregational   Annual Meeting


Officers (through 2021):


President Elect			Julie Ziessman 


VP Membership			Debra Altschuler**


Secretary			Scott Gordon


VP Fundraising & Development     Craig Spencer


VP Jewish Life & Learning	            Jason Grais**


VP Primary Education		Debbie Wolfe**


VP Communications		Heidi Geller


VP Human Resources		TBD


 


Board of Trustees (through 2021):


David Sherman	Drew Zamansky


 


Board of Trustees (through 2022):


Sandy Baron**	Janet Frisch**	Susie Held**


Marty Stillman	Jeremy Zacks	Jeffrey Sherman


Jana Savitz	Mark Stesin


 


Retiring Officers: 


Jeff Daniels	Joel Green	


	


Retiring Trustees:


	Ted Jewett	Susan Lazar	Marilyn Reiter


	Alaine Wilensky	 Julie Ziessman 	Brad Kanter


	Leslie Gotlieb, of blessed memory	


Retiring Committee Chairs: 


Craig Spencer	Stephanie Paul


 			


** refers to second term 


 


Additional nominations may be made by petition, signed by at least 50 members in good standing, and submitted to the Secretary of the Congregation at least 20 days prior to the election meeting, but no more than 10 days after the official notification to the Congregation.


 


This list will be updated on the Adath website as TBD positions are filled with nominees. 


 


Respectfully submitted by the 2019 Nominating Committee:  Debbie Spencer, Chairperson, Barbara Fishman, ex officio, Jeff Daniels, Alaine Wilensky, Marilyn Weiss, Debra Altschuler, Erica Kopilenko, Jeannie Gilfix, Lauren Segelbaum, Nancy Krawetz
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Continuing Officers, Board Trustees and positions not requiring 


approval 


Officers (through 2020):


President			Barbara Fishman


VP Property			Joel Coffino


VP Secondary Education		Jodi Rubin**


VP Adult Learning		Marilyn Weiss


Treasurer			Ed Zeman


Immediate Past President		Debbie Spencer


Second Immediate Past President	Chris Kellogg


 


Board of Trustees (through 2020):    


Cliff Ancier** 	Emily Frank	     Mark Freeman**


Matt Holcomb	Lorene Lampert**    Risa Siegel


Mark Spencer	Eddie Winthrop**


 


Board of Trustees (through 2021):


Mark Covin 	Nancy Getzkin	     Ella Meyerson**


Sarah Orbuch	Larry Parks**	   Kara Rosenwald**


 


Standing Committee Chairs as of June 2019:


Cemetery		Jonathan Shaver


Chevra Kavod Hamet	Bruce Nemer & 


			Cindy Dubansky


Hesed			Joy Sandler


Inclusion			Etta Barry


Keruv			Sharon Garber


TAMID			Erica Kopilenko


Women of Adath	        	Judy Goldstein, Ruth Harris 			& Ardis Wexler


Yad Sima Tova		Sari Lederman & Susie Kane


Youth Commission     	Ilyse Goldsmith & 


Pam Kermisch
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